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Namaskar.
We are happy to present our Home Souvenir – 2026.

Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home, Chennai, provides free and holistic 
education, especially to orphaned and destitute boys. The Home was founded in 1905 by 
Sri Ramaswami Iyengar, with the blessings and guidance of Most Revered Swami 
Brahmanandaji Maharaj and Revered Swami Ramakrishnanandaji Maharaj, direct 
disciples of Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna.

ndAs the Home enters its 122   year of service, it continues to serve the society with 
holistic approach as guided by Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, Holymother Sri Sarada Devi 
and Swami Vivekananda.

The institution gives equal importance to academic learning, character building, 
and spiritual growth. Students are trained to be disciplined, self-reliant, and service-
minded. Prayer, meditation, sports, cultural activities, and community service form an 
important part of their daily life.
Over the years, the Home has shaped students into responsible and cultured individuals 
who follow Swami Vivekananda's ideal of “worship of God in man” and serve society 
with dedication.

We are happy to present brief life sketches of the awe inspiring lives of 15 out of 16 
chosen apostles of Sri Ramakrishna except Swami Vivekananda.

 We express  our sincere gratitude  to our Most Revered Swami Gautamanandaji 
Maharaj, President, Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission, for his kind message 
of benediction. 

We heartily thank our monastic brothers and prominent individuals who have, by 
their articles, added value and flavor to the Souvenir.
We thank our 'old boys' for their colorful expressions of writings.We thank all the 
advertisers for their continued support and the Multicraft printers for their timely and 
excellent execution.

May Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri Sri Maa Sarada and Swamiji 
bless and guide us all!

Jai Sri Ramakrishna!      

PREFACE

Swami Dharmishthananda
Secretary

Students’ Home, Chennai
20.01.2026
Swamiji Jayanthi





I am happy to know that the Ramakrishna Mission 
Students’ Home, Chennai, is observing its 'Home Day' 

ththis year, on 8  February 2026 and that a souvenir is being 
published on this occasion.

The Students' Home is a centre of character formation, self-
discipline, and dedicated service, committed to the integral education of 
the body, mind, and soul of the students. Guided by the lofty ideals of 
Swami Vivekananda, the institution has harmoniously united academic 
excellence with spiritual and moral values, shaping generations of young 
men into responsible, compassionate, and fearless citizens. It's quiet yet 
far- reaching contribution to society through the building of character 
remains a living testament to the educational vision of the Ramakrishna 
Order.

I pray to Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi and Swami 
Vivekananda to shower their abundant blessings on the institution so that 
Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home, Chennai, may continue to flourish 
as a beacon of knowledge, purity, and service, radiating spiritual strength 
and human values for the welfare of society and humanity at large.

(Swami Gautamananda) 
President,

Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission

MESSAGE

Date: 28-01-2026
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

The pre-monast ic  name of  Revered Swami 
Brahmananda (21 January 1863 – 10 April 1922) was  Rakhal 
Chandra Ghosh. Rakhal was devoted to God and used to 
practice meditation even in boyhood. At the age of 12 he was 
brought to Kolkata for his studies. There he met Narendra 
(later, Swami Vivekananda) and under his influence, joined 
the Brahmo Samaj. 

Sri Ramakrishna had a vision in which he saw the 
Divine Mother showing him a child who would be his 
spiritual son. As soon as Rakhal came to Dakshineswar, Sri 
Ramakrishna recognized him to be that child and treated him 
like a son. 

Once Sri Ramakrishna remarked "Rakhal has the keen intelligence of a king: if he 
chose he could rule a kingdom" Narendra immediately responded. "Henceforth we shall 
call Rakhal our Raja, king”.

After a few visits Rakhal came to Dakshineswar to live permanently with Sri 
Ramakrishna. Under the Master's guidance, he practiced intense spiritual disciplines, and 
attained high levels of spiritual illumination. After the Master's Mahasamadhi in 1886 
when the new Monastic brotherhood was formed at Baranagar, Rakhal joined it. 

He underwent sannyasa ordination. Narendra gave him the name Brahmananda. 
Two years later he left Baranagar Math and lived an intensely contemplative life at 
Varanasi, Omkarnath, Vrindaban, Hardwar and other holy places. During this period he 
scaled the highest peak of non-dualistic experience and used to remain absorbed in 
Samadhi for days together. In 1890 he returned to the Math. 

He laid the foundation stone for the unique Chennai Students’ Home of the Mission 
in 1917 and inaugurated it in 1921. Later, he sanctified the Home by his holy stay.

After establishing Belur Math monastery when Swami Vivekananda got 
Ramakrishna Math registered as a Trust, Swami Brahmananda became its first President. 
He held this post till the end of his life. He gave up his body, after a brief illness, on 10 April 
1922. At the place where his body was cremated in Belur Math, a temple now stands in his 
memory.

Direct Disciples-1

SWAMI BRAHMANANDA (1863 - 1922)
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

Direct Disciples-2
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The pre-monastic name of Swami Shivananda (16 
November 1854 – 20 February 1934) was  Tarak Nath 
Ghosal. He saw Sri Ramakrishna for the first time at the 
house of Ramachandra Datta in May 1880. A few days 
later he went to Dakshineswar and surrendered himself 
fully to Sri Ramakrishna. From then on he began to 
practice intense austerities and meditation under the 
Master's guidance. Three years later his wife died; Tarak 
renounced hearth and home and started living sometimes 
in a devotee's house and sometimes in lonely places. 

After the Master's mahasamadhi, when Baranagar 
Math was started, Tarak was one of the first to join the brotherhood. With sannyasa 
ordination he received the name Shivananda from Narendra. He, however, spent 
several years leading an intensely contemplative life at different places in north India, 
and returned to Math in 1896. When Swami Vivekananda founded the Ramakrishna 
Mission in 1897, he sent Swami Shivananda to Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) to spread 
Vedanta there. A year later Swami Shivananda returned to  Belur Math.

In 1902, just before Swami Vivekananda's mahasamadhi, he went to Varanasi to 
start the Advaita Ashrama there of which he remained the head for seven years. In 1910 
he was elected Vice-President of Ramakrishna Mission. In 1922, after the passing of 
Swami Brahmananda, he became the second President of Ramakrishna Math and 
Mission. He travelled to different places blessing sincere seekers with spiritual 
initiation. 

Like Swami Brahmananda, he stressed meditation along with work. He gave 
great importance to prayer as a form of Sadhana. He was full of love and compassion, 
and sincere seekers flocked to him. In April 1933 he suffered a stroke and developed 
paralysis of one side. On 20 February 1934, a few days after Sri Ramakrishna's 
birthday, he left the body for the heavenly abode.

SWAMI SHIVANANDA (1854 - 1934)  



SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

The pre-monastic name of Swami Premananda (10 
December 1861 – 30 July 1918) was Baburam Ghosh. 
Baburam first heard about Sri Ramakrishna from the great 
devotee Balaram Bose to whom his elder sister was 
married. 

From his very childhood Baburam knew his goal, he 
was looking for a guru to reach it While studying at the 
Metropolitan Institution, Rakhal (later known as Swami 
Brahmananda) was his classmate. One day Rakhal took 
Baburam to Dakshineswar. Sri Ramakrishna recognized 
Baburam to be an extraordinarily pure soul (“pure to the 
marrow of his bones”), an Ishvarakoti and a goddess with 

women companion. Soon Baburam lost interest in his studies and came to live with Sri 
Ramakrishna as his attendant. 

During the Master's last illness at Cossipore, Baburam was one among those 
who nursed him round the clock. After the Master's passing, when the new Monastic 
brotherhood was formed at Baranagar, Baburam joined it. He underwent sannyasa 
ordination and Narendra gave the name Premananda. Except for short pilgrimages, he 
spent his days mainly at the monastery when it was in Baranagar and also when it was 
shifted to Alambazar.

When Belur Math was established, Swami Premananda took charge of worship 
in the shrine. Later he became the Manager of the Math. The pure unconditional love 
that he radiated exerted tremendous influence on those who came into contact with 
him, and hundreds of devotees flocked to see him. He had a motherly interest in 
feeding people, but he also inspired them with his spiritual exhortations which flowed 
out from the depths of his heart. Towards the end of his life he went on a tour of East 
Bengal. There his radiant personality and inspired talks created great enthusiasm, 
particularly among the youth. On his return, he fell seriously ill, and passed away at 
Balaram Babu's house on 30 July 1918.

SWAMI PREMANANDA (1861 - 1918) 

3
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

Swami Yogananda (30 March 1861 - 28 March 
1899) was born as Jogendranath Roy Chaudhury. Jogin 
was one of the six disciples whom Sri Ramakrishna 
regarded as Ishvarakotis. Right from boyhood, he was 
spiritually inclined. He first met the Master when he was 
studying for school final examination. Since he lived in 
the neighbourhood of Kali Temple, he started visiting Sri 
Ramakrishna frequently.

After the Master's passing, Jogin accompanied 
Holy Mother on her  pilgrimage. At Vrindavan she 

initiated him by giving a sacred Mantra. After his return from the pilgrimage he 
joined Baranagar Math and took the vows of sannyasa, assuming the new name 
Yogananda. However, he dedicated his life to the service of Holy Mother. 
Whenever Mother visited Kolkata, Swami Yogananda would arrange for Mother's 
accommodation, usually in rented premises, and stayed with her to look after her 
needs. Jogin was the first to serve the Holy Mother and the first initiated disciple of 
her as the latter complied with the divine command of the Master at Vrindavan. He 
took care of the Mother till his death in1899.

Also he visited Varanasi and other holy places for undergoing severe 
austerities which told on his health. When Swami Vivekananda founded the 
Ramakrishna Mission on 1 May 1897, he made Yogananda its Vice-President 
(Swami Brahmananda was made the President). Owing to his delicate health, he 
did not live long. He passed away on 28 March 1899 at the age of 38, causing much 
sorrow to Holy Mother and the other disciples of Sri Ramakrishna.

SWAMI YOGANANDA (1861 - 1899) 

4
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

T h e  p r e - m o n a s t i c  n a m e  o f  S w a m i 
Niranjanananda (Some day in 1862 - 09 May 1904) 
was Nitya Niranjan Ghosh. Born in a middle class 
family, Niranjan came under the influence of a group 
of occultists when he was a teenager, and it was in 
their company that he first visited Sri Ramakrishna at 
Dakshineswar. The Master took Niranjan aside, and 
cautioned him about the dangers of occult practices. 

Niranjan followed the Master's advice and began to practice meditation 
under the direction of Sri Ramakrishna. 

During the Master's last illness Niranjan served the Master with 
unflinching devotion. After the Master's passing, when the new monastic 
brotherhood was formed at Baranagar, Niranjan joined it and on embracing 
sannyasa, Narendra gave the name  Niranjanananda. After staying at the 
Math for three years, he went on pilgrimage to different places in India and 
also visited Sri Lanka. 

Swami Niranjanananda was very much devoted to Holy Mother Sri 
Sarada Devi. Sri Ramakrishna regarded Niranjan as an Ishvarakoti, an ever-
perfect soul endowed with special divine attributes. Towards the end of his 
life he went to Hardwar for tapasya. There he had a severe attack of dysentery 
and passed away on 9 May 1904.

SWAMI NIRANJANANANDA (1862-1904)
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

Swami Ramakrishnananda (13 July 1863 – 21 August 
1911) was born Shashi Bhushan Chakravarty. Shashi's father 
Ishwara Chandra Chakravarty was an expert in ritualistic 
worship, and Shashi imbibed from him love for ritualistic 
worship. After passing out of the village school, he went to 
Kolkata and lived with his cousin Sharat (later, Swami 
Saradananda) for higher education. 

While studying in college Shashi and Sharat joined the 
Brahmo Samaj, and heard about Sri Ramakrishna from 
Keshab Chandra Sen. In October 1883 they visited 
Dakshineswar and were greatly attracted to Sri Ramakrishna. 
The Master used to say that Shashi and Sharat were the 

followers of Jesus Christ in their previous birth. Shashi distinguished himself most by the 
self-sacrificing spirit and devotion with which he served Sri Ramakrishna during his last 
illness at Shyampukur and Cossipore. 

After the Master's passing away, he joined the Baranagar Math and underwent 
sannyasa ordination.  Narendra gave him the name Ramakrishnananda. He took charge 
of the worship of the Atmaramer kauta, the urn containing the relics of Sri Ramakrishna in 
the Math's shrine. He felt the living presence of the Master and so his worship was not a 
mere ritual but loving service to a living God. It was Swami Ramakrishnananda who 
formulated and introduced the system of daily ritualistic worship to Sri Ramakrishna that 
is followed in the Ramakrishna Movement.

He seldom went out on pilgrimage, and devoted himself to daily worship at the 
Math. But when Swami Vivekananda, after his return from the West, asked him to go to 
Chennai and open a branch centre of Ramakrishna Math there, he obeyed without any 
hesitation. His immeasurable contribution in spreading the message of the Holy Trio 
starting with Chennai, including the establishment of the Students’ Home, has made all of 
us eternally indebted to him. Incessant work, however, told upon his health, and he 
contracted tuberculosis. He breathed his last in a state of ecstasy on 21 August 1911.

SWAMI RAMAKRISHNANANDA (1863 - 1911)

6
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda
“In a vision I saw that Shashi and Sharat had been among the 
followers of Christ”- Sri Ramakrishna on 23.12.1885
The pre-monastic name of Swami Saradananda (23 December 
1865 – 19 August 1927) was Sarat Chandra Chakravarty. Born in 
an affluent family, Sharat was always calm and quiet and pious in 
his boyhood. He joined the Brahmo Samaj along with his cousin 
Shashi. In 1883 they went together to Dakshineswar. Sri 
Ramakrishna drew them to Him like a powerful magnet. During 
the Master's last illness Sharat, like Shashi, dedicated himself to 
serving the Master day and night.

After the Master's passing, Sharat joined the Baranagar 
monastery and took the vows of sannyasa. Narendra gave him 

the name Saradananda. After spending a few years in pilgrimage and tapasya along with his 
brother monks, he returned to Baranagar Math in 1891. When Swami Vivekananda started 
extensive preaching work in the West, and felt the need for another brother monk to assist him, 
Swami Saradananda was brought to the United States in 1896. But Swami Vivekananda, who 
founded the Ramakrishna Mission soon after his return to India in 1897, saw that a highly 
capable person like Saradananda was necessary to manage the affairs of the Math and the 
Mission. 

So Saradananda was called back to Kolkata and made the General Secretary of 
Ramakrishna Math and the Mission, a post which he held for nearly three decades till the end 
of his life. Sharat took care of the mother till her Mahasamadhi in 1920. Saradananda 
borrowed money and built Udhbodhan in Calcutta for the Mother. Again the Jayarambatti 
house was also the result of his efforts. He poured his heart and soul in serving the mother. He 
repaid the borrowed money, generating funds by writing about the life of Sri Ramakrishna.  
By his mature wisdom, clear thinking, strength of mind and devotion to Sri Ramakrishna and 
Holy Mother, he guided the course of the twin organizations in those formative years when 
political agitation against the British rule was gaining momentum in India. He took upon 
himself the full responsibility of looking after the needs of the Holy Mother whether she 
stayed in Jayrambati or in Kolkata. He was loved and respected by hundreds of people. “Just 
as Peter supported the early Christian church, Sharat carried the heavy responsibility of the 
young Ramakrishna Movement for over thirty years” In the first week of August 1927 he 
suffered a stroke. Two weeks later on 19 August 1927, he breathed his last.

SWAMI SARADANANDA (1865 - 1927)

7
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

Swami Turiyananda (03 January 1863 - 21 July 1922) 
was born as Harinath Chattopadhyay. Born in a well-to-do 
family, Hari lost his parents in boyhood and grew up under 
the care of his eldest brother. After passing the school final 
examination he did not go to college. Instead, he devoted 
his time to meditation and the study of Sankara's Advaita 
Vedanta. When he was about 17 years old, he visited Sri 
Ramakrishna at Dakshineswar for the first time and after 
that he started going to the Master frequently. The Master 

regarded him as a yogi. Hari was a member of the team of youngsters who served Sri 
Ramakrishna during his last illness at Cossipore.

After the Master's passing, Hari joined Baranagar Math and underwent sannyasa 
ordination. Narendra gave him the name Turiyananda. After three years he left the 
monastery and spent his time doing tapasya at different places, sometimes alone, 
sometimes in the company of his brother monks. When Swami Vivekananda went to 
the West for the second time, he took Swami Turiyananda with him.

When Swamiji went back to India, Turiyananda continued his work first in New 
York and Boston and later in California. However, his health deteriorated and he left 
America in June 1902. On his arrival in India, he was shocked to hear of the passing of 
Swami Vivekananda. Turiyananda spent the next several years practicing intense 
contemplation in Vrindavan, in different places in the Himalayas, in Dehra Dun, 
Kankhal, Almora, etc. He finally settled down in Varanasi in February 1919. During 
the last few years he suffered much from diabetes. He passed away on 21 July 1922 
repeating Upanishadic Mantras.

SWAMI TURIYANANDA (1863 - 1922) 
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Swami Vimokshananda
Swami Adbhutananda (Unknown - 24 April 1920) 

was born as Rakhturam, usually called Latu. Speaking 
about Latu Maharaj, Swami Vivekananda once said, 
“Latu is Sri Ramakrishna's greatest miracle. Having 
absolutely no education, he has attained the highest 
wisdom simply by virtue of the Master's touch”. Latu was 
the only disciple of Sri Ramakrishna who could not even 
read or write. He was born of very poor parents in a 
village in Bihar. He lost his parents in early boyhood. 
Poverty forced his uncle to take him to Kolkata where 
Latu was employed as a houseboy in the house of Sri 

Ramachandra Datta, a close devotee of Sri Ramakrishna.
The Master recognized the dormant spiritual potential in the boy and asked 

Ram to allow Latu to stay at Dakshineswar as an attendant. Under the guidance of 
the Master Latu practiced intense sadhana, spending whole nights in meditation, a 
habit which he followed all through his life.

After Sri Ramakrishna's passing, Latu joined Baranagar Math, and took 
sannysa. Calling his transformation a miracle by the Master, Naren gave him the 
name  Adbhutananda. He, however, spent most of his time in contemplation on the 
bank of the Ganga or in a room in Balaram Babu's house.

Swami Vivekananda established Ramakrishna Mission in 1897 and Belur 
Math in 1898. Latu Maharaj with his deep absorption in contemplative life could 
neither take up the service activities of the Mission nor follow the discipline and 
routine of the monastery. So Swami Vivekananda permitted him to follow his own 
way of life. After some years, during end 1912, Adbhutananda moved to Varanasi 
where he lived alone, but his needs were taken care of by the Ramakrishna Home of 
Service. At the end of a brief ailment he passed away in a meditative state on 24 
April 1920.

SWAMI ADBHUTANANDA (Unknown-1920) 
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

Swami Abhedananda, (02 October 1866 – 08 
September 1939) was born in Ahiritola North Kolkata. whose 
original name was Kali Prasad Chandra. He was a scholar in 
Sanskrit and had studied the western philosophy. He was 
initially attracted towards Christianity but turned towards 
Hinduism after listening to the lectures of Brahmo leaders. 
Having become fascinated by the Yoga Sutras of Patanjali, he 
was eager to find someone who could teach him to follow the 
methods of meditation they prescribed.

On the advice of a friend, he went to Dakshineswar and 
learnt the practice of yoga from Sri Ramakrishna. As time 
rolled on, Kali found in him the embodiment of the Absolute 

Truth inculcated by the highest philosophy as well as of the universal religion which 
underlies all sectarian religions of the world. Along with other brother disciples, he took 
sanyasa in 1887. Naren gave him the name Abhedananda.

In 1896, Swami Vivekananda wanted him in England. He went and from there on to 
New York after a year and took charge of the Vedanta Society there. He stayed in America 
until 1921 teaching and lecturing. On return to Kolkata, he founded his own Sri 
Ramakrishna Vedanta Society in 1923 and Sri Ramakrishna Vedanta Ashram at 
Darjeeling in 1924. He was author of several books:  Reincarnation, How to be a Yogi, 
India and her People, Atmabikash, Vedantabani, Hindu Dharme Narir Sthan. He edited a 
monthly magazine Viswabani for nine years. The Complete works of Swami 
Abhedananda comprise eleven volumes and were published by theVedanta Math, 
Calcutta.

The Swami left the mortal frame on 8 September 1939, and passed into the realm of 
eternal bliss to enjoy a well-earned rest. He was one of the remarkable spiritual and 
cultural ambassadors of India to the outside world. His was indeed a life in which we find a 
happy blending of profound spirituality and a spirit of service—a life dedicated to the 
spiritual uplift of humanity. He came to the world in obedience to the Divine Will to fulfil 
the mission of the Master, and after his task had been finished, he went back to the Source 
of Light and Life from which he came. 

SWAMI ABHEDANANDA (1866 - 1939)
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

The household name of Swami Trigunatitananda (30 
January 1865 - 10 January 1915) was Sarada Prasanna Mitra. 
Born in an aristocratic family, Sarada studied in the school of 
which Mahendranath Gupta the author of the Gospel of Sri 
Ramakrishna (popularly known as M.) was the headmaster. 
After Sarada passed the school final examination, M one day 
took him to Sri Ramakrishna. Owing to his parents' opposition 
Sarada could not visit the Master frequently. When the 
Baranagar Math was established, Sarada joined it and 
underwent sannyasa ordination assuming the name, Swami 
Trigunatitananda. 

He spent a few years visiting the holy places and doing tapasya. He was endowed 
with strong physique and indomitable courage. In 1896, at the behest of Swami 
Vivekananda, he bought a press and started the monthly journal Udbodhan in a rented 
room. This is the first journal of the Ramakrishna Order and is the oldest surviving 
religious journal of its kind in India.

After Swami Yogananda's passing away, he took on himself totally, the care of the  
Holy Mother.  At the behest of Swami Vivekananda he went to America in 1902 and took 
charge of the San Francisco centre. His holy life, selfless love and unmistakable marks of 
spirituality attracted a large number of students and disciples. He was, however, a strict 
disciplinarian. One of his main achievements in San Francisco was the construction of a 
new building for the centre. Incorporating certain unique architectural features, this 
building, known as 'Hindu Temple', still stands as a monument to the eternal truths of 
Vedanta and the immortal spirit of man.

One day when he was conducting a spiritual discourse, a former student of his who 
had become mentally deranged, threw a crude bomb at him, killing himself and seriously 
wounding Swami Trigunatitananda. The Swami remained calm and enquired about the 
student. However, he finally succumbed to the injuries on 10 January 1915.

SWAMI TRIGUNATITANANDA(1865-1915)
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

Swami Advaitananda (Some day in 1828 - 28 
December 1909) was born as Gopal Chandra Ghosh. 
Advaitananda was oldest in age among the disciples of 
Sri Ramakrishna; in fact he was older than Sri 
Ramakrishna himself by eight years. He used to be 
addressed `Elder-gopal’. Gopal-da was an employee of 
Beni Madhav Pal of Sinthi who was a Brahmo and also 
devoted to Sri Ramakrishna. At the age of 55 Gopal-da 
lost his wife, and became grief-stricken. 

A friend took him to Sri Ramakrishna. After two or three visits he was so 
much drawn to the Master that he gave up hearth and home and came to live with 
him. Gopal-da was the only male devotee, other than Latu, to whom Holy Mother 
Sri Sarada Devi talked directly. He would run errands and do shopping for her. 
During Sri Ramakrishna's last illness Gopal-da served the Master with devoted 
care.

After the Master's passing, Gopal, Latu and Tarak continued to stay at 
Cossipore garden-house for some more time, and they were the first to join the 
Baranagar Math. He underwent sannyasa ordination and became Advaitananda. 
After a year he went out on pilgrimage to different places and also did tapasya for 
several years in Varanasi.

When Belur Math was established he settled himself permanently there, and 
did various types of work especially growing vegetables. After a brief illness he 
passed away, while remaining fully conscious, on 28 December 1909.

SWAMI ADVAITANANDA (1828 – 1909)
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The pre-monastic name of Swami Subodhananda 
(08 November 1867 - 02 December 1932) was  Subodh 
Chandra Ghosh. Born in an affluent family, Subodh was 
spiritually inclined from boyhood. While studying in 
class eight he heard about Sri Ramakrishna from his 
father who was a follower of Brahmo Samaj. One day in 
1884 Subodh walked all the way to Dakshineswar in the 
company of a friend. 

Sri Ramakrishna received them with great love. 
After that Subodh went to the Master several times. Owing to the opposition of his 
parents, he could not stay with Sri Ramakrishna or serve him during his last illness. 
But the Master understood his difficulty and made him his own through his 
boundless love.

He joined the Baranagar Math and was ordained a sannyasin bearing the 
name Subodhananda. Since he was only nineteen and the youngest of the group, he 
was endearingly called 'Khoka' (which means 'child') by Swamiji and other 
monastic brothers. He spent several years travelling in different parts of India 
performing tapasya. After Swami Vivekananda's return from the West when Belur 
Math monastery was established, he felt himself quite at home there.

He visited East Bengal (now Bangladesh) twice and inspired many people 
with his talks and loving conduct. All through his life he combined in himself the 
simplicity of a child and the wisdom of an illumined soul. He passed away in Belur 
Math on 2 December 1932.

SWAMI SUBODHANANDA( 1867-1932)
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The parents of Swami Akhandananda (30 September 
1864 - 7 February 1937) gave him the name Gangadhar 
Gangopadhyay. Born in an orthodox family Gangadhar 
lived a pure, disciplined life from boyhood. At the age of 
nineteen he went to Dakshineswar Kali temple. Sri 
Ramakrishna received him cordially and gave him several 
instructions. 

Since then he started visiting the Master. When the 
Baranagar Math was formed after Sri Ramakrishna's 
Mahasamadhi, Gangadhar did not join it immediately. 

Instead, he set out on a long pilgrimage in 1886. After three and a half years, he 
returned to Baranagar monastery in June 1890. He then took sannyasa vows formally 
and assumed the name Akhandananda. In mid-July 1890 Swami Akhandananda again 
set out, this time in the company of Swami Vivekananda, on a pilgrimage which took 
them to different places in the Himalayas.

When Swamiji left for the West, Akhandananda continued his wanderings in 
western India. The Swami was very much moved by the abject misery of the poor in 
Murshidabad. He prayed fervently to Sri Ramakrishna with tears for the famine 
–stricken people. He heard the Master's voice say, 'wait and see what happens'. On 
15.05.1897 he started famine relief work in Mahula and other villages, thus turning out 
to be the first organised relief work of our Mission after its inauguration on 
01.05.1897.

 In 1934, after the passing away of Swami Shivananda, Swami Akhandananda 
became the President of Ramakrishna Math and Mission. Owing to old-age ailments 
he became weak. He passed away on 7 February 1937.

SWAMI AKHANDANANDA (1864 - 1937) 
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Swami Vijnanananda (30 October 1868 - 25 April 1938) 
was born as Hari Prasanna Chatterjee. Hari Prasanna had the 
good fortune to see Sri Ramakrishna when he was young. He 
met the Master when he was studying at St. Xavier's College 
where Sharat (later, Swami Saradananda) was his classmate. 
During the first meeting Sharat was with him. Later he visited 
the Master alone several times. Sri Ramakrishna gave him 
important instructions regarding spiritual life and blessed him 
in several ways. After receiving his engineering degree in 1892 
he got the job of district engineer at Gazipur. However, the fire 
of renunciation which Sri Ramakrishna had ignited in him, was 
burning. He finally renounced the world in 1896 and joined the 

Alambazar Math where the disciples of Sri Ramakrishna were staying.
When the Belur Math property was purchased, Hari Prasanna's knowledge of 

engineering proved to be a great asset. His first task was to remodel the existing building 
and build new ones including the shrine. The consecration of the new premises took place 
on 9 December 1898. A major work he executed at Belur Math was the construction of a 
strong embankment on the bank of the Ganga in front of the main building. Another most 
important work that he undertook was the preparation of a plan for a new temple of Sri 
Ramakrishna based on the ideas given by Swami Vivekananda and supervising its 
construction. On 9 May 1899 Hari Prasanna formally took sannyasa and assumed the name 
Vijnanananda. 

Swami Vivekananda asked Vijnanananda to start a new centre in Allahabad. 
Accordingly Vijnanananda left Belur Math in 1900. In Allahabad he lived a more or less 
secluded life, immersed in sadhana, reading and writing. He also went on pilgrimage to 
many places. After the demise of Swami Akhandananda, the third President of 
Ramakrishna Math and Mission, Swami Vijnanananda became the next President in March 
1937. As President of the Order, Vijnanananda was full of love and compassion. He 
initiated many people into spiritual life. On 14 January 1938, Swami Vijnanananda 
performed the dedication of the new temple of Sri Ramakrishna at Belur Math. He spent his 
last days in Allahabad and entered Mahasamadhi on 25 April 1938.

SWAMI VIJNANANANDA (1868 - 1938)
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Spiritual Life: A Radical Reorientation 

One of the greater gifts that we received from Swami Vivekananda was the concept of 
Seva Yoga. This is a radical re-orientation of how we approach our mundane as well as 
spiritual life. 

His clarion call to the modern India – and to the world – to take up “Service to man” as 
“Service to God” has indeed revolutionised the centuries of religious practice. Instead of 
locating God exclusively in temples, rituals, or heavenly realms, he boldly placed God “in 
the living, breathing human being”, especially the poor, the weak, the neglected, and the 
suffering. 

This was not a mere ethical exhortation, nor a sentimental slogan. It came out from the 
direct experience of a monk who realised the Truth. 

For Vivekananda, service was not charity; it was neither a mere compassion; it was 
“worship”. Humanity was not merely to be helped; it was to be 'revered as the manifestation 
of the Divine'.

Let us relentlessly recall here his meaningful message in an age marked by social 

inequality, spiritual inertia, and national despair: “So long as the millions live in hunger and 
ignorance, I hold every person a traitor who, having been educated at their expense, pays not 
the least heed to them!”(1)

A Vedantic Vision

What is the Vedantic Foundation of his Seva yoga? It was not borrowed from western 
concept of doing charity.

Ekam Sat, Vipra Bahudha Vadanti – Truth is One, the wise call it by many names. (Ṛg 
Veda 1.164.46)

SEVA	YOGA	-	WHAT	IT	IS	
AND	WHAT	IT	IS	NOT

Swami Vimokshananda 

Ramakrishna Math, Yelagiri Hills, Adhyaksha 
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If the 'same Atman' dwells in all beings, then why not serve a person which is nothing 
but a form of worship? Vivekananda repeatedly emphasized that God is not a distant entity 
but an indwelling Divinity.

“ Where shall you go to seek God? He is immanent in every human being, in every 
animal, in everything.”(2)

Thus, when one feeds the hungry, educates the ignorant, or nurses the sick, one is not 
merely performing good deeds—one is literally bowing before God in disguise. He says:

“God comes to you in the blind, in the halt, in the poor, in the weak, in the diabolical. 
What a glorious chance for you to worship!”(3)

This was a significant departure from the regular practice of religiosity.

A Route from Ritual to Responsibility

Vivekananda did not reject temples or worship, but he challenged their exclusivity:

“ These temples, these churches, these mosques are very secondary details; the real 
temple is the body of man.”(4)

Thus a new definition of Religious Worship was declared by Vivekananda.

In Vivekananda's time—as in the past many a  time—religion had often become 
divorced from social responsibility. Meticulous rituals coexisted with mass poverty. He found 
this contradiction intolerable.

He asked piercing questions:

* What value has worship if the hungry starve outside the temple?

* What use is spiritual pride if the sick are ignored?

* Of what relevance is religion if it cannot alleviate human suffering?

He declared with characteristic bluntness:

“ It is an insult to a starving man to teach him metaphysics.”(5)

This was not a rejection of spirituality, but its **re-prioritization**. Vivekananda 
insisted that spiritual realization must express itself “through selfless action”. Service was the 
'test' of religion, not merely 'belief'. In this light, he redefined worship. Feeding the poor 
becomes 'Naivedya'; Nursing the sick becomes 'Seva' and educating the ignorant becomes 
'Jnana Yajna'.
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 Daring Declaration

He did not romanticize poverty, nor did he glorify suffering. Poverty, for him, was a 
'national sin', a collective failure. But he insisted that the poor be approached not with 
condescension, pity, or superiority, but with 'reverence'. 

“ He who sees Shiva in the poor, in the weak, and in the diseased, really worships 
Shiva.”(6) This idea challenged both social hierarchy and spiritual arrogance. It demanded 
humility from the educated, the wealthy, and the religious.

Besides the popular Vedic dictums, 'matru devo bhava, pitru devo bhava, and acharya 
devo bhava', Vivekananda boldly introduced the dictum 'daridra devo bhava'.

This in fact makes the aspirant most humble. He need not expect any gratitude. Neither 
recognition for his Seva is to be sought after. It is not to be viewed as a favour instead this 
becomes a privilege. Such service purifies the heart and dissolves ego, which Vivekananda 
considered the greatest obstacle to spiritual realization.

A Rule for Regeneration

In his time, Vivekananda, during his wandering days throughout India, came across 
abject poverty, the 'gulam' tendency and the carelessness of the rich towards the marginalised 
mankind.

For Vivekananda, service was not only an individual spiritual discipline; it was 'nation-
building'. He saw India's downfall not as political alone, but as moral and spiritual.

Centuries of neglect of the masses had weakened the nation. His solution was clear:

“ The only God to worship is the human soul in the human body.”(7)

Education, healthcare, upliftment of women, removal of caste barriers, and dignity of 
labour—these were 'sacred duties', not secular distractions.

Service to man thus became a form of 'patriotic worship'. By uplifting the weakest, by 
catering  to the poorest, by bestowing dignity to the downtrodden, by negating the weakness 
of the neglected, the nation would rise by empowering them. Thus he paved the way for 
India to rediscover her 'sleeping' soul.

This vision later found concrete expression in the formation of Ramakrishna Mission, 
whose motto—“Atmano Mokshartham Jagad Hitaya Cha” (For one's own liberation and for 
the welfare of the world)—beautifully integrates personal spirituality with universal service.
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A Means to Moksha

India, in her long history has indeed seen many social reformers even before 
Vivekananda appeared on the scene. The main difference between them and Vivekananda 
was in his rooting the Seva concept firmly within the myriad of spiritual Sadhana.

Selfless service (Karma Yoga), when done without desire for result, erodes ego and 

purifies the mind. He taught: “Work and worship however are necessary to take the veil, to 
lift of the bondage and illusion.”(8)

Seva when done in the spirit of worship has many advantages:

The iron hold of  'me and mine' which manifests as selfishness gets broken down. 
Cultivation of compassion continue to sway the mind bringing out the unselfish aspect of 
mind to open. It also trains the mind from straying into the crooked path of cronies which 
tries to wean away from the righteous path. Ultimately it transforms into a marga for moksha.

Thus, meditation or renunciation, without service is not complete.

A Conclusive Call

To live by the principle “Service to Man is Service to God” is to make spirituality 
'alive, fearless, and compassionate'.

With this new mantra, Vivekananda's conclusive call is not merely to serve—but to 
meditate differently with wide open eyes around you.

To see God where you least expect Him,

To worship Him where suffering cries out,

And to realize Him by loving and serving His manifestations.

That vision, once awakened, transforms both the servant and the served—and through 
them, the world.

Today, as we look back into the past century, his call has been echoing so loudly 
through the network of the twin organisations of Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna 
Mission. The scope for service activities continue unabated throughout the world. 

An inspiring example can be seen in the Students Home service that has been in the 
forefront of making the enrolled children not only fit for the modern society but also 
enabling them to actualise the far reaching vision of Vivekananda. 
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There is a saying, “The hands that serve are holier than the lips that pray”. The three 
terms God, Man, and Service bring us to understand a still fundamental idea, namely Work and 
Worship from an individual's perspective. The relationship between Work and Worship may be 
understood at three distinct levels.

1. Work and Worship

Those who hold this view draw a clear line of demarcation between what they consider 
work and what they regard as worship. Activities such as attending to domestic chores, 
commuting to the workplace, conducting business, interacting with people, or operating 
machines are categorized as work. On the other hand, specific religious acts—such as 
performing puja, chanting stotras and mantras, conducting yajnas, visiting temples, 
undertaking pilgrimages, or engaging in temple-centric philanthropy like annadanam—are 
classified as worship.

Such individuals often believe that worship brings prosperity and success in their worldly 
pursuits, while difficulties in life are compensated for, reduced, or even neutralized through 
religious observances. However, in this compartmentalized approach, the moral and ethical 
compass guiding work and worship may point in different directions. Worship, in itself, does not 
necessarily restrain unethical tendencies in work. This divided outlook can result in a duality of 
personality—one for the sacred sphere and another for the secular.

2. Work as Worship

Those who adopt this approach largely accept the distinction noted above, but they align 
the ethical and moral orientations of both domains. It is the same mind with which a man engages 
in work as well as in worship. The values cultivated during worship— truthfulness, integrity, 
discipline, faith, consistency, and the absence of double standards—are consciously carried into 

Service to Man is Service to God in 
the Light of Swami Vivekananda's Call

Swami Dhyanagamyananda

Secretary, Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith 
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the sphere of work.

When one cannot afford to be dishonest or careless in worship, why should such 
compromises be acceptable in work? Gradually, as these values are perfected and internalized, 
work itself begins to be performed in the spirit of worship.

3. Work is Worship

At a deeper level, thoughtful individuals pose a fundamental question: if offering flowers, 
food, and other articles to the Supreme through ritual, accompanied by mantra chanting, 
constitutes worship, should not the preparatory activities also be considered worship?

Going to the market to procure fruits and flowers—even bargaining for fair 
prices—cleaning the puja space before and after the ritual, cooking offerings in the kitchen, 
preparing the hearth, washing vessels and ingredients—do all these not partake of the same sacred 
intent? 

The resolution lies in recognizing that the essence of worship is the continuous attitude of 
service to God in every action, both within and beyond ritual boundaries. True worship and 
constant remembrance (smarana) are inseparable. When this unbroken remembrance is cultivated, 
all work naturally assumes the character of worship.

Sri Ramakrishna expressed this beautifully: “Let the hands be engaged in work, but keep the 

mind on God.” He also said, “Work with one hand, and with the other hold on to God. When the 

work is done, hold on to God with both hands.” He further emphasized that God's Will prevails 
over the rest and surrender to it constitute the highest form of remembrance. Such surrender 
transforms every act into worship and every service into an offering.

4. The Highest Religion - Seeing God in Man

“The moment I realize God seated in the temple of every human body, the moment I stand in 

reverence before every human being and behold God in him, that very moment I am free from 

bondage; everything that binds falls away, and I am free. Where shall we go to find God if we 

cannot see Him in our own hearts and in every living being?” - Swami Vivekananda

Yet Naren, in his early years as a spiritual aspirant, was intensely driven by a personal 
longing to experience God directly. When he expressed this desire to his Master, Sri Ramakrishna 
rebuked him gently but firmly, pointing out the narrowness of seeking one's own liberation alone. 
In striking contrast, Sri Ramakrishna consistently proclaimed to all who came to him—and to the 
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leading intellectuals of contemporary Calcutta such as Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, Pandit 
Vidyasagar, Keshab Chandra Sen, Pandit Sashadhar, and Vijay Krishna Goswami—that God-
realization is the singular aim of human life.

However, when it came to Naren, the same proclamation did not suffice. The Master 
demanded of him something more expansive than personal emancipation: a realization that would 
awaken in him compassion and mature into service of God in humanity itself. Being a banyan tree 
to give shelter to the weary travellers in the world, to be a huge ship to carry forth people to 
liberation ashore. Naren couldn't but oblige, for his very bones were made to resonate this principle 
of service to man as service to god.

5. The Highest Worship - Serving God in Man

This is the gist of all worship — to be pure and to do good to others. He who sees Shiva in the 

poor, in the weak, and in the diseased, really worships Shiva; He who has served and helped one 

poor man seeing Shiva in him, without thinking of his caste, or creed, or race, or anything, with him 

Shiva is more pleased than with the man who sees Him only in temples

The poor and the miserable are for our salvation, so that we may serve the Lord, coming in 

the shape of the diseased, coming in the shape of the lunatic, the leper, and the sinner! Bold are my 

words; and let me repeat that it is the greatest privilege in our life that we are allowed to serve the 

Lord in all these shapes.

The scriptures have taught us to look upon one's mother as God, to look upon one's own 

father as god and so on. While they stand true at all times the one who looks upon the poor, the 

illiterate, the ignorant, the afflicted as his God has assimilated the message of Swami Vivekananda, 

for service to these forlorn souls alone is the highest religion.

Discoveries are made to make the following easy and avoid the same mistakes made by the 
discoverer. Swami Vivekananda reveals his discovery, that “after so much austerity, I have 

understood this as the real truth — god is present in every Jiva; there is no other God besides that. 

`Who serves Jiva, serves God indeed'.” After some pause Swamiji, addressing the disciple, said, 

“What I have told you today, inscribe in your heart. See that you do not forget it. This discovery is 

for the whole world to see, appreciate, and apply in their individual life.

In this vision, service to humanity becomes service to God, and life itself becomes a 
continuous act of worship.
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action—thought, word, and deed—has to be offered at the feet of the Cosmic Lord, who is 
manifesting Himself as this universe and all living beings. This practice of sacrifice is the 
selfless service to humanity done not merely out of compassion but as the worship of the 
Universal Self or God. Swamiji says: “After so much austerity, I have understood this as the real 
truth—God is present in every jīva; there is no God besides that. 'Who serves jīva, serves God 
indeed.”

By sacrificing ourselves in selfless service, we actually attenuate our lower self which is 
the mind-intellect-ego-complex, and manifest our higher divine nature. To help the less 
fortunate sections of the society to gain their basic needs of life is a great opportunity for spiritual 
aspirants to serve the Lord in His living human form. Swamiji says: “The only way of getting our 
divine nature manifested is by helping others do the same. … The poor, the downtrodden, the 
ignorant—let these be your God.”

When unselfishness grows, our heart expands and we begin to feel for others, and this 
feeling when intensified with complete self-abnegation and selfless love, all distinctions begin 
to vanish and we learn to see everyone as part and parcel of our own Self. Swamiji urges: “Feel, 
my children, feel; feel for the poor, the ignorant, the downtrodden; feel till the heart stops and the 
brain reels and you think you will go mad—then pour the soul out at the feet of the Lord, and then 
will come power, help, and indomitable energy.”

 Every action of service has to be sanctified with the attitude of worship and selfless love. 
No pride should ever enter the mind of the spiritual aspirant that while helping others one is 
greater than those who accept one's service; such a wrong attitude may injure one's spiritual 
progress. In fact, there is no 'other'; it is the one Self, the Lord, who is appearing as the many. 
Hence, one should have the attitude of being the servant of the Lord, who is manifesting Himself 
as the needy, thereby giving an opportunity to His devotee to exercise devotion and worship in 
the form of service. Every activity of service should only be our humble offering to the Almighty. 
Swamiji explains: “Look upon every man, woman, and every one as God. You cannot help 
anyone, you can only serve: serve the children of the Lord, serve the Lord Himself, if you have 
the privilege. If the Lord grants that you can help any one of his children, blessed you are; do not 

Service to Man is Service to God 
in the Light of Swami Vivekananda's Call

Swami Shantachittananda
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think too much of yourselves. Blessed you are that that privilege was given to you when others 
had it not. Do it only as worship. I should see God in the poor, and it is for my salvation that I go 
and worship them.”

Apparently, it may seem that we are helping others, but actually we are helping ourselves. 
By our selfless service, we are cutting down our ego-tree that blocks our path to God-realisation, 
and at the same time we are implanting good impressions in our mind which give inner strength 
and wisdom so as to become pure and perfect. If we feed a hungry man, it may appease his 
hunger for a few hours, but the effect of this noble act on our mind lasts much longer. Hence, one 
who serves is much more benefited than the one whom he serves. Swamiji remarks: “The main 
effect of work done for others is to purify ourselves. By means of the constant effort to do good to 
others we are trying to forget ourselves; this forgetfulness of self is the one great lesson we have 
to learn in life. … Every act of charity, every thought of sympathy, every action of help, every 
good deed, is taking so much of self-importance away from our little selves and making us think 
of ourselves as the lowest and the least, and, therefore, it is all good. … The highest ideal is 
eternal and entire self-abnegation, where there is no 'I', but all is 'Thou'.”

Swami Vivekananda established the path of Self-realisation through sacrifice and service 
as the practical outcome of the philosophy of Vedanta. With self-sacrifice done in the form of 
selfless-service to humankind, the potential divinity of the soul becomes manifest and one 
realises one's true nature—the real Self behind the body-mind complex. This is the culmination 
of all spiritual practices. Swamiji showed to the modern world this path of Seva-yoga—union 
with God or Universal Self through selfless-service done to the poor, downtrodden, ignorant, 
diseased, and suffering masses, and urged one and all to sacrifice their lives for this ideal. 
Swamiji inspires: “Even the least work done for others awakens the power within; even thinking 
the least good of others gradually instills into the heart the strength of a lion. I love you all ever so 
much, but I wish you all to die working for others—I should rather be glad to see you do that!” 

The whole life of Swami Vivekananda is a saga of self-sacrifice and unselfish love for 
humankind. Not only did he give up his hearth and home, his wealth and position in society, 
following the path of Sannyāsa, but also laid down his very life for the good of all. Swamiji 
appealed to the educated young faithful men to dedicate their lives for this great sacrifice of 
selfless service, which Swamiji felt to be a divine mission. Whatever is the need of the society, 
whatever is necessary for raising the poor and the lowly, that has to be provided by all means. 
Though spiritual knowledge is the greatest gift, they have to be first awakened to stand on their 
own feet with the ability to earn their basic living. 
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Cry unto the Lord with a longing and yearning heart, and 
then you shall see Him. People would shed a jugful of tears 
for the sake of their wife and children! They would drown 
themselves in a flood of tears for the sake of money! But who 
cries for the Lord?

-- Sri Ramakrishna 
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* An old student from 1951-1959

 Our Students' Home is a unique place where one enjoys happiness in the midst of many 
students more or less of equal age and hailing from different places and different backgrounds. 
These students when they come to the Home, get educated, learn to lead a disciplined life, and 
inherit the self-confidence to believe in one's own self which enables them face the challenges 
that is to say, they learn to stand on their own feet confidently in life.

 I studied in the High School section at Athur for three years from 1951–1954 and then in 
collegiate section for five years from 1954–1959 in Chennai. The true Home life where 
disciplined chores are scrupulously followed leaves an indelible impression in one's life on 
permanent basis. As swami Vivekananda exhorted, “We must have life building, man making, 
character building education” and that is positively provided in our Home to the students, which 
you may not get elsewhere.

 Daily Yoga classes in the morning or physical training given by Sri O. R. Srinivasan, the 
then physical training master at Athur, and daily evening routines—chanting with Anna N. 
Subramanian that covered the Vedas, Sahasranamam and the Bhagavad Gita verses—was the 
gateway to mental peace on a permanent basis.

 If I live today with some basic economic status in the society, it is entirely because of the 
good training given to me by the Home in my student days.

 Our Home is like a banyan tree—large and wide spread and we the students stay here and 
learn a lot before leaving the Home.

 The students in the Home under the guidance of monastic members of Ramakrishna 
Mission and dedicated teachers learn  (Self-confidence)  
(Character) and independence in life.

HOW	THIRUMOOVAR	AND	THE	
HOME	SHAPED	MY	CAREER

N. Venugopalan 



62

 While Guru Maharaj Sri Ramakrishna who inspired others with his path of spirituality was 
of firm conviction that a man who works for the poor without selfishness is really nearer to God 
as service to the poor is the real service to God.

Swami Vivekananda:

While our Home inspires all, we all admire it.
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Sri	Ramakrishna	and	the	Ramakrishna	Home	
	The	Sanctuary	That	Nurtured	My	Life

G. Viswanathan

My life has been deeply and enduringly shaped by the grace of Bhagavan Sri 
Ramakrishna and by the sacred institution that became my second home—the 
Ramakrishna Home. What began as a period of education gradually transformed into a 
lifelong journey of inner growth, discipline, devotion, and service.

I was a student of the Ramakrishna Home from 1978 to 1985, years that proved to be 
the most formative of my life. Education at the Home went far beyond textbooks and 
examinations. It was an education of the heart and mind—rooted in values, simplicity, 
self-discipline, and reverence for the spiritual ideals of the Holy Trio: Sri Ramakrishna, 
Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi, and Swami Vivekananda.

During my student years, I was blessed to learn Gita and Vedam from Brahmasri 
Vazhuthoor Rajagopala Sharma.  I had won several first prizes every year in the literary 
competitions, and by the grace of the Lord, I was awarded First Prize every year in Gita 
and Vedam chanting. These recognitions were not merely personal achievements, but 
reflections of the sacred environment in which scriptural chanting, study, and 
contemplation were integral to daily life.

The disciplined routine of prayers, scriptural recitations, silence, and simple living 
left a lasting imprint on my character. The monks of the Ramakrishna Order were our 
living ideals. Through their lives of renunciation, compassion, and tireless service, they 
imparted the highest lessons, often without words.

My formal association with the Ramakrishna Home continued from 1985 to 2007, 
during which I had the privilege of serving the institution in different capacities as an 

*  Old Student, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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employee. These years deepened my understanding of Karma Yoga—work performed as 
worship, without attachment to results. Serving the Home felt like a sacred continuation of 
the values instilled during my student life.

A deeply significant spiritual milestone in my life was receiving Mantra Deeksha 
from the Revered Swami Ranganathanandaji Maharaj. His towering spiritual presence and 
compassionate guidance left an indelible impression on me. The mantra became a quiet 
inner strength, sustaining spiritual awareness while fulfilling worldly responsibilities.

From 2007 onwards, though no longer formally employed, I have been rendering 
voluntary service to my alma mater, in whatever way possible. This voluntary association 
has been a source of deep joy and fulfillment, allowing me to remain connected to the 
institution that shaped my life. To serve the Ramakrishna Home without expectation or 
obligation is, for me, both a privilege and a form of worship.

From my personal experience, I feel that old and present  students of the Ramakrishna 
Home would greatly benefit from taking Mantra Deeksha. It provides spiritual anchorage, 
inner clarity, and strength to live the ideals we were taught. At the same time, such a sacred 
step must arise purely from one's own inner calling. There should be no compulsion, only 
gentle encouragement and free choice, in the true spirit of Sri Ramakrishna.

Looking back, I realise that the Ramakrishna Home did not merely educate me—it 
nurtured my entire life. It shaped my outlook, strengthened my moral foundation, and 
instilled reverence for spiritual practice and selfless service. The ideals of Sri 
Ramakrishna—harmony of religions, purity of heart, and realisation through sincere 
effort—continue to guide my thoughts and actions even today.

In an age of rapid change and inner restlessness, institutions like the Ramakrishna 
Home stand as silent sanctuaries, reminding us that true education is that which builds 
character, awakens discrimination, and leads one towards inner freedom.

I remain ever grateful to Sri Ramakrishna and to the Ramakrishna Home—not only 
for what I learned there, but for the person I became, and continue to become, because of it.



SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

Foundation of Discipline and Transformation

I entered Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home, Chennai in 1968, admitted purely 
on merit. The Mission's first criterion was clear: free schooling, boarding, and lodging for 
poor but intelligent children whose families could not afford education. Out of nearly 100 
students who appeared for the entrance exam, only 40 were selected — I was blessed to be 
one among them.

At first, I struggled. My peers were brilliant, and I could not find my place in the 
rank table. But the strict yet loving teachers and wardens treated us like their own children. 
They taught us discipline, sincerity, and ethics. Within six months, my habits transformed.

We woke up at 5:30 a.m., bathed, washed our clothes, prayed, studied, played and 
practised yoga—all according to a timetable. Even food was taken with prayer. This 
disciplined lifestyle moulded me into a responsible human being.

Sri Ramakrishna said: “The aim of human life is to realize God and to serve God in 
man.” These words became real in our Gurukula life. Routine was not just about 
discipline, but about learning to respect time, respect others and respect ourselves.

Swami Vivekananda reminded us: “Education is the manifestation of the perfection 
already in man.” At RKMSH, teachers helped us manifest that perfection by guiding us 
firmly when needed and gently with love most of the time.

Lessons beyond curriculum and Lifelong Service

Apart from curriculum, we were trained in handicrafts and extracurricular activities. I 
learned to weave towels and within six months I could independently make a four-yard 
towel. My teacher once joked that I had a backup career if studies failed. But I excelled in 
studies too, proving that hard work always wins.

We were taught bhajans, Vedas and the Bhagavad Gita. I was given the opportunity 
to perform pooja to Maa Saraswathi. These spiritual practices gave me strength and 

Sri Ramakrishna and the Home That Nurtured Me
N. Jambunathan 

*  Old Student, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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clarity.

Between the age of eleven and eighteen, the foundation was laid for my entire life. I 
rose to become Deputy General Manager (Marketing) and later worked as a freelancer in 
software. Whatever success I achieved was possible only because of the discipline, values, 
and spiritual training at RKMSH.

When I studied, only 160 boys benefited from this Gurukula type free education. 
Today, more than 600 students are blessed by the Home's service. Many alumni, even at the 
age of seventy-five and above, continue to serve the Home as volunteers and support it 
financially. This is the true spirit of gratitude — giving back to the institution that shaped us.

Swami Vivekananda said: “They alone live who live for others, the rest are more dead 
than alive.” This message is vital for today's students. Education is not just for personal 
success — it is for serving the poor and needy. When you rise in life, remember to lift others.

Dear students,

a.   Discipline is the key to success. Wake up early, respect time, and follow a routine.

b.  Excellence comes from hard work. Do not fear failure; every struggle makes you 
stronger.

c   Spiritual strength is your anchor. Prayer, yoga, and values will guide you through 
life's storms.

d.  Service to the poor is your highest duty. When you succeed, spend a part of your 
earnings, time, and energy to uplift those in need.

e.  Return to your Home. After you settle in life, come back to serve the Students' 
Home — as a volunteer, mentor or supporter. This cycle of giving ensures that future 
generations benefit just as you did.

Sri Ramakrishna taught us to see God in man. Swami Vivekananda urged us to serve 
the poor as worship of God. Let these teachings be your guiding light.

Your Home—your school and Gurukul—can change you into the best man. Let it 
shape you as it shaped me. And when you rise, return to serve the Home that nurtured you.
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Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home occupies a place of deep reverence in my life. 
When I joined the DME programme in 1981, I stepped into an environment unlike any other—a 
true Gurukula where education, discipline, and values were seamlessly woven together. Today, 
when I reflect upon those transformative years, I realise how profoundly the Home shaped my 
character, strengthened my resolve, and prepared me for a purposeful life.

From the very beginning, the influence of Sri Ramakrishna's ideals could be felt 
everywhere. His spirit of simplicity, humility, and universal love permeated the atmosphere. 
Morning prayers and Veda chantings offered a quiet anchoring that set the tone for each day. 
Though we were young and often unaware of the deeper significance of these practices, they 
gradually instilled in us clarity, calmness, and emotional strength—qualities that continue to 
guide me even today.

The Gurukula system ensured that learning extended far beyond classroom boundaries. 
Academic training during our DME programme was rigorous and precise, strengthening our 
technical foundation and nurturing discipline. At the same time, the Home emphasised self-
reliance and responsibility. We cleaned our rooms, participated in common duties like kitchen, 
dining hall, and gardening, and maintained our surroundings. These simple tasks taught me the 
dignity of labour—an invaluable lesson that shaped my attitude toward work and people 
throughout my life.

The monks and teachers who guided us were exemplary personalities. Their dedication, 
humility, and selfless service made a lasting impression. They were not just instructors; they 
were role models who lived the teachings of Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda. Their 
quiet influence inspired us to cultivate sincerity, compassion, and integrity. Even now, when I 
face difficult situations, their calmness and guidance come to mind.

Life at the Home was modest but meaningful. The challenges we faced—limited 
resources, strict routine, and high expectations—were stepping stones that built resilience. More 
importantly, they fostered bonds of friendship that have remained strong across decades. We 
lived as a family, sharing responsibilities, supporting one another, and celebrating our little 
victories together. These friendships still remind me of the values we learned: cooperation, 
empathy, and brotherhood.

Sri Ramakrishna taught, “The winds of grace are always blowing; it is for us to raise 
our sails.” Our sails were raised here—with discipline, devotion, and care. We embraced this 
journey with gratitude and confidence. Currently, the Home has provided me an opportunity 
to be part of the Old Boys Association – and take part in some of the services rendered by the 
Home. As an alumnus, I remain deeply indebted to the Home that nurtured me. 

Sri Ramakrishna and the  Home That Nurtured Me
M. Hariharasuthan 

*  Old Student, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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living at the present time has seen Rama or Krishna, nor communicated directly with 
them. Yet, the enduring appeal and lasting influence of the message of the Ramayana, the 
Mahabharata and the Bhagavad Gita have energised and inspired mankind, reverberating 
through millennia and continuing to enthrall us to this day.

The avatar Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, born less than two centuries ago, lived 
much more recently. So, we can relate to his life and message even more closely than those 
of Rama or Krishna. Ramakrishna's direct disciples lived amongst us during the last 
century, as recently as 1939 (Swami Abhedananda), and spread his central message of 
spirituality, universal love, and service to all. From its inception, our Home was founded 
and built on these same ideals that define the essence of Ramakrishna's life and teaching. 
Seen through this lens, residents and alumni of our Home are indeed fortunate, because 
they could directly experience Ramakrishna's ideals in action while residing at the Home 
and carry those ideals forward in their heart and future lives.

I consider myself doubly blessed in this regard, because I not only resided at the 
Home during my college years, but because of that, I could also study at Vivekananda 
College, a sister institution, also born through the inspiration and ideals of the 
Ramakrishna Mission. It is, therefore, a privilege to communicate here how our Home has 
shaped my life, and how I have benefited as a 'Homer'.

Education is the cornerstone and foundation for one's life. Our Home welcomes and 
nurtures meritorious and promising youngsters who, due to their family circumstances, 
lack the means and pathways of realising their full future potential. The Home nurtured 
me at a critical phase of my life, and residing at the Home made it possible for me to study 
(tuition-free!) next door, at Vivekananda College for four years, while I completed the 
B.Sc. degree in physics. Imagine, I didn't even have to ride a bicycle to attend college!

My Years at Our Home
S. Venugopalan 

*  Old Student, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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A host of senior students at our Home, also studying different subjects at Vivekananda 
College and at the residential Polytechnic of the Home, were my mentors during those years, 
in countless ways. This was akin to having numerous affectionate, elder siblings, who were 
always willing to answer your questions in every subject, whether it was problem solving, 
polishing a homework essay, or understanding an intricate concept. A brotherly pat on my 
back from any of them, after receiving such help, always put a spring in my step while I was 
progressing in my studies.

Concurrently, Home helped me to grow in another dimension through the evening 
religion classes as well. Learning Purusha Suktham, the Bhagavad Gita, and attending the 
lectures by Sri. Anna (N. Subramania Iyer), Sri. Kuppanna Sastry, Sri. Panchapakesa Iyer, 
and many others gave us an unparalleled, spiritual foundation for charting and navigating 
our future life and career.

I was well under five-feet height, when I joined the Home at age of fourteen. The care 
and nourishment at the Home helped me reach my adult height in four years! Every meal 
time at the dining hall was a thanksgiving occasion, and an opportunity to savor the delicious 
cuisine of our chef Sri. Ramaswami. With just two or three assistants, thanks to his dexterity, 
tenacity, and superb culinary skills, he handled with aplomb the task of providing timely, 
nourishing, and sumptuous meals every day for about hundred students residing in our side 
of the Home! The meals he prepared on festival days were always even more special. 
Inspired by him, I learned to cook since my twenties, and I still cook meals often for my 
family.

Residing at our Home, while also receiving a college education, has been the 
immeasurable blessing and privilege of my life. It also laid the crucial foundation for the rest 
of my life and career. What our Home has meant for me is best expressed through the verse 
below, which I  learned at the Home:

 �मेव माता च िपता �मेव । �मेव ब�ु� सखा �मेव ।

�मेव िव�ा �िवणम् �मेव । �मेव सव�म् मम ।
Acknowledgement: I wish to convey my sincere thanks and appreciation to Sri. R. 

Venkataramanan, an alumnus of the Home senior to me by a few years, for his constructive 
feedback and helpful comments on this essay.
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*  Old Student, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai

It was in 1961, at the age of six, the tragedy struck in the form of death of my father, 
leaving behind my brother, sister and mother—a mother hailing from a very orthodox 
family with no worldly knowledge. As a child, holding my brother in my arms, we were 
literally on the streets, unsure of where our next meal would come from. Then, the God in 
the form of my uncle descended on us with opened-up umbrella of protection. He took all 
of us under his wings and migrated to Chennai from Hyderabad.  

In the year 1968, with the joint family growing beyond the capacity, uncles felt that I 
should be sent to some school where I do not have to commute much. Again, God 
descended upon me and took me to the temple ‘HOME’ for a written test.  In the evening, I 
could see beaming smile on my uncle's face as if he had won a lottery. He hugged me and 
said that all my problems have vanished from that day. He informed me that I was selected 
and I could continue my education under a safe environment.  

Yes, my life got changed at once. It was a life-changing moment for me and for my 
family. He felt that I would learn discipline, learn how to independently handle things, 
build confidence, and develop the qualities of perseverance and never give up attitude.  

On the first day, in the morning at 4.45 a.m., one single gong from the bell on the 
ground floor woke me up.  Yes, one single gong designed to wake up everyone from deep 
sleep. Roll calls, prayers, Thayumanavar's quotes, straight into bath space, nithya 
karmanushtanams, Yoga, Geetha recitation, Veda learning, and pooja in a beautifully 
designed prayer hall, vibrating to rhythmic bell and sound of conch, all invaded my  
morning routine. The greatest part of this was the entire day was tuned to the gong of bell.  

During the first part of my life, I learnt to get up early in the morning with just a bell 
to trigger me up from slumber. 

Then came the drill to attend the roll call, which was conducted by one of the senior 
students and under the supervision of my own fellow student. The second lesson I learnt is 

THE HOME – MY LIFE TRANSFORMING ABODE
K. S. VENKATESAN

74



SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

to respect the elders, implicit obedience and at the same time understand the management 
concept.  

The duty list was on the notice board where my name was mentioned as pooja in-
charge and also cleaning of corridors of our ward. Cleaning of corridors was the toughest 
work as our ward-in-charge was Shri K. Narasimhachari (Tamil teacher). He had the 
peculiar habit of leaving the sandals at the staircase and then walk through the corridor.  
While walking, he would ensure that he scrapes the mud and dust through his foot and get it 
accumulated on one side and call me, “dey yennada perukkarey, ivlovu mannu irukku 
pathiya, inga vada, marubadiyum oru thadavai perukku.” He will also gently pat on the 
back.  The third lesson, when you take up a work, do it perfectly. While perfection cannot be 
achieved all the time, still aim at stars so that you can reach the moon!

As a boy fresh from homely environment, found the wheat upma smelly due to the oil 
we used. I could not relish and hence wrote a letter to mom about this in a very jovial way.  
Unfortunately, we were allowed to use only postcard in those days. Our warden, Shri 
Kuppuswamy read that and in the next day morning prayer after reading the quotes from 
Thayumanavar, I was waiting for the warden to say ‘Disperse’.  Alas, the warden started 
with an unique laughter and said, “Hey boys, here is a Amul baby who does not want to eat 
Gothu (this is the nick name for wheat upma). The oil they use stinks. He wants some nice 
food to survive.” Everyone were looking to each other and the warden anna called me to 
come forward as I was standing at his back reading that day's quote. I stood in front of all 
boys ashamed as I could guess that he must have read my letter to my mother. This day I had 
the fourth lesson. Learn to survive in any condition and solve your problem by yourself.  
Never complain about the food that God provides.

At six in the evening every day, I would run to sit first with Anna to recite Vishnu 
Sahasranamam.  After a few days, Anna used to get comforted when I sat next to him.  He 
liked me a lot and used to tell me, “Never worry about what you don't have. Enjoy with what 
you have. Always remember if you have to win, you must do the same thing differently.” 
Yes, the Fifth lesson became my mantra in my life.  Here I must quote a couple of instances 
when I tried to be different from others that won me laurels and recognition. On one 
occasion, we were assigned with a project of preparing magazine.  My handwriting used to 
be very beautiful, and when I write with black ink my teachers used to tell that you are a 
printer. In the project work, I was assigned with the job of preparing cover page, page design, 
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and also writing the contents given by other boys. The cover page and other pages I designed 
borders with spray painting technique. Even today, my friends remember the work and heap 
praise for it.  

thOn another occasion, there was the Bhagvad Gita 12  chapter recitation competition 
conducted by Arya Samaj Yuvak Sangh. The warden Anna selected all boys whom he 
thought were good at it. This is the chapter we used to recite everyday before food. And so, 
definitely all Home boys can recite by heart. I was also one among them and very 
interestingly I won the first prize. Here again I recited the chapter in a different tune. I used 
my childhood guru Shri Anantha Rama Deekshidhar's way of reciting slokas. Do and think 
differently from others—you will be recognised.  

My prized stay between 1968 and 1972 can just list out numerous anecdotes which 
have shaped my life.  I would not be here as a successful man, father, brother, husband but 
for the Home. Of all the things, the discipline that I imbibed here, helped me to practice in my 
life even today at the age of seventy.  

The character ‘Punctuality’ a part of discipline helped me in my job to win accolades 
from everyone.  Even today, my punctuality is a benchmark which is talked about among my 
associates.

But, before I end this self-introspection, I would like to add a beautiful thing that has 
changed my life forever. At the appropriate age, I fell in love with a girl. I had to meet the 
father of the girl to request and persuade. I took the courage and met him. He took me to a 
park nearby to discuss confidentially. As we sat for discussion, my first sentence to him was 
—“Sir, I studied in Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home.” He looked at me with love.  
After this sentence, he did not utter a single word. I could see the affection in his eyes.  

He said, “Dear boy, I am proud and privileged to give my daughter to you. I am now 
confident and very happy that my girl had chosen the best person as her life partner. My 
worries have vanished. Even if I were to search for a suitable groom for her, I couldn't have 
selected one of your calibre and credential. I will come to your house and seek permission 
from your elders”  

Yes, the word ‘Home Student’ made all the difference.  
I won the hands of a girl who is my strength today with that one word. Don't you all 

agree that ‘The Home – My Life Transforming Abode’ is the right caption for my expression 
of experiences? 
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Mylapore, Chennai, where I spent three formative years of my life. Those years were not just 
about academic learning, but about imbibing the timeless values of discipline, humility, and 
service that the institution so lovingly imparts.  

The Home stands as a living embodiment of the teachings of Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna 
Paramahamsa, Matha Sri Saradha Devi and Swami Vivekananda, guiding young minds to grow 
not only in knowledge but also in character. The emphasis on moral values, spiritual grounding, 
and selfless service has left an indelible mark on my heart.  

I am profoundly grateful to the dedicated Swamis, especially Swami Tathagatanandaji, 
for their affection, guidance, and tireless service to make me a better student and shape my 
journey.

Sri Anna N. Subramaniam's daily Veda and Geetha classes were really a path-breaking 
journey in attaining the religious spirit. Sri. Kothandaraman was guiding us relentlessly. Their 
quiet sacrifices, compassionate care, and inspiring words created an atmosphere where every 
student felt nurtured and uplifted. They were not just teachers, but true guardians of our growth, 
instilling in us the courage to face life with integrity and purpose.  

Principal Sri. H. S. Parameshwaran, Workshop Superintendent Sri. T. V. Chellapapa, the 
highly-knowledgeable lecturers, and staff were the mentors for us, both in acquiring theoretical 
and practical knowledge.

They played a pivotal role in delivering world-class technical education. Their 
commitment to excellence ensured that students received not only strong theoretical 
foundations but also practical exposure through in-plant training and industry-oriented projects. 
With their guidance, many of us were able to secure lucrative placements, stepping confidently 
into professional life equipped with both skill and character.  

As I look back, I realise that the lessons I carry today—of simplicity, devotion, technical 
competence, and service to humanity—are gifts from this sacred institution. My hearty pranams 
to the Swamis, the principal, and the lecturers, and my eternal gratitude to the Ramakrishna 
Mission Students' Home and Polytechnic College for being a beacon light in my life. With the 
blessings of all the elders, I have successfully served many organisations, and I have 
successfully done B.E. (Mech.,), M.S. (Management Systems), and a PhD in manufacturing 
excellence.

A Tribute of Gratitude
R. Srinivasan 

*  Old Student, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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I may call my life as a rudderless boat in a ocean of life stream while I was 

brought up by my elders. I had to encounter a lot of unpredictable happenings in my 

life, some lifted up and some pulled me down. Joining the Ramakrishna Mission 

Students' Home was a lift in my life, which was also an unexpected gift. 

My elder brother was eagerly aiming to join this great institution that 

provides free education to poor boys but could not. But I was lucky to get an 

admission in the technical institute.

 My grandfather tried his best to admit me in the Home. Another surprise also 

happened by the sanction of a merit scholarship to me by the Government of India. 

The scholarship was intended for my education, but I could not avail it fully due to 

my family conditions. I can now remember my hostel life which is unforgettable in 

my life ocean. I joined the Home in 1961 and passed out with a Diploma in 

Mechanical Engineering in 1964. 

This was a good step-up to start my further advancement. I was called for an 

apprentice training in DRDO (Defence Research and Development Organisation) 

and was selected.  My journey of life started here and I spent my entire life in 

DRDO with lots of ups and downs. 

Now I am spending my retired life and waiting for my life boat to sink. When I 

look back I feel that my life was entirely shaped by the ‘Home for Poor’. I request 

the readers to allow me to pen a few lines regarding the Ramakrishna Mission 

Students' Home, located at Sir P. S. Sivaswami Salai, Mylapore, Chennai. The 

Students' Home in Chennai is dedicated to the holistic development of its orphan 

A Review of My Past Life
G. Sankaranarayanan

*  Old Student, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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*  Old Student, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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students, providing them with accommodation, nourishment, and education with 

great care and attention. 

Their growth is nurtured in physical, intellectual, moral, and spiritual 

dimensions. During my time in the Home, Shri S Krishna Aiyer, then the Assistant 

Secretary of Government of Madras, was the Secretary, Sri Krishna Rao (Old 

Student) was the Treasurer. Sri Anna Subramanian (Old Student) was also with us 

and teaching spiritual and physical lessons. 

Sri Anna was very close to my grandfather and helped me to join the Home. 

Our Technical Institute (Ramakrishna Mission Technical Institute, RMTI) was 

very close to our home. A large auditorium commemorating the Birth Centenary of 

Swami Vivekananda was built and inaugurated on 6th June 1963. 

We were the first batch, about thirty students, in the Mechanical Engineering 

stream. Licentiate Automobile Engineering (LAE) was abolished which was 

taught to the earlier batches. I have to mention that Mr D Rajaraman, (my boss 

during my service in DRDO (CVRDE, Avadi) was also an old student of RMTI. 

My batchmate Sri N Narayanan has got the opportunity of rendering service 

to the Home by staying in the Home. As I am very old, I am not able to visit the 

Home very often. I am thankful to my elder brother Sri G. Gopalakrishnan for 

giving me an opportunity to pen down the small write-up of my days at 

Ramakrishna Students Home.
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When I look back at my life's journey, one truth shines brighter than everything else: 
I am what I am today because of Sri Ramakrishna and the Ramakrishna Mission Students' 
Home. The Home was not just a place where I studied—it was the place where I grew, 
discovered, and transformed myself.

I entered the Students' Home as a young boy, not knowing much about the world. 
What I found there was more than food, shelter, and education. I found a family, 
discipline, and spiritual foundation that shaped my character. Sri Ramakrishna's ideals of 
purity, truth, service, and simplicity were not just taught—they were lived by the monks. 
Watching them silently serve hundreds of students with compassion taught me lessons 
that no textbook could ever teach.

Every morning prayer, every silent moment in the shrine, every evening study hour, 
and every smiling face of the Swamis contributed to building my personality. The Home 
taught me to stand on my own feet, to face challenges with courage, and to believe that 
every work is worship. Even today, whenever I face difficulties, I remember Sri 
Ramakrishna's simple words:

“Do your duty without fear. The Lord is always with you.”

The Students' Home gave me opportunities I never imagined. It gave me confidence 
when I had none. It taught me discipline when I lacked direction. It trained me to lead a life 
of purpose, dedication, and gratitude. The friendships I built there, the lessons I learned, 
and the blessings I received continue to guide me every day.

Looking at my life today, I realise that my achievements are not mine alone—they 
belong to the Home that nurtured me. Sri Ramakrishna's spirit still lives through every 
classroom, every corridor, and every Swami who lovingly guides a student, just like they 
guided me years ago.

The Students' Home is not only a place where students live; it is a place where lives 
are transformed. It transformed mine, and for that, I remain grateful forever.

Jai Ramakrishna!

Sri Ramakrishna and the Home That Nurtured Me
G. Ganesan

*  Old Student, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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Swami VimokshanandaSri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa is the first Guru I was made aware of in the line of 

Matha, Pitha, Guru, and Deivam, the order in which the Divine Energy should be 
worshipped. That was in the year 1952, when I joined the Home in Athur. During weekly 
religious discourses, the resident Swamis used to talk about Guru Maharaj and His life. 
Till then, even the concept of reverence was not known to me. From that time, my 
obeisance to Guru is a permanently infused in every cell of my being. I am now conscious 
of His Grace that guide me, lead me and protect me all the time. Once under His umbrella I 
am always under His umbrella of protection.

I came to know about the teachings of Guru Maharaj through the lectures by His 
disciples or their lineage. Most of the guidance and importance of service to humanity 
taught are green in my memory and am practising it.

“Sweep, sweep, sweep, and eat, eat, eat!” is one such practice I was taught and 
trained in the Home. For me this means that I should work, work, and work to earn my 
living. This also means that every job is equally important and respected. Cleanliness is 
indirectly taught, cleanliness of body, mind, and surroundings. Needless to say that eating 
is necessary to maintain the body and to serve.

Daridhra Narayana Seva is an important service which Guru Maharaj used to 
insist. I have seen home volunteers participating in relief camps involving in this noble 
cause during natural calamities.

Once a person came to Guru Maharaj and boasted having mastered the skill of 
walking over water after spending some years. Guru Maharaj commented that this person 
has wasted so many years of life in acquiring this skill since by spending a few rupees to a 
boatman would help this person to cross the river. So I learned to avoid idle pursuits and 

My	Reminiscences	as	a	Home	Student	
1952-1960
R. Venkataramanan

*  Old Student, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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unnecessary skills.

A devotee asked Guru Maharaj as to how to have the vision of God! He narrated a 
story wherein a guru took his disciple to the nearby river and immersed him fully and held 
his head inside the water. The disciple could not breathe and was desperately trying to 
come out to breathe. The guru brought him out of the water and asked him how he felt. The 
disciple replied at that time that his only focus was to come out and breathe and no other 
thought. Guru Maharaj said that if one has a similar quest for God, as the disciple in the 
story had for breathing he can realise God!!! What a practical example!

Once a disciple asked Him what is Brahman, the ultimate to be realised. Guru 
Maharaj ventured to explain Brighu Valli and Panchakhosha in a simple way as an 
example of a person wanting to meet the highest executive in an office . A person first 
meets a lower clerk and thought that he has met the highest executive. Soon he realised 
that this is not the person whom he desired to meet. From there he moves to head clerk. 
Knowing that a still higher-level officer is to be met, he meets the assistant manager from 
where he is directed to meet the general manager. When he comes to know that even the 
GM is not the highest to be contacted, he moves on to meet the president . He now feels the 
happiness of meeting the highest person, but understands that all the lower officials are 
required but the ultimate aim is to meet the highest rank. In the same way, one may feel that 
Annam the food is important for life and one is happy with food and enjoys it and so food is 
the Brahman, similarly Prana the oxygen, the mind, and the intellect or knowledge are 
essential and enjoyable for life. They indeed are, but the ultimate happiness or bliss or 
Anandam is the supreme Brahman! So aspirants' final goal should be to experience 
Anandam and reach or realise Brahman

Guru Maharaj viewed his consort Sri Saradhamani Devi as his Divine Counterpart 
as an incarnation of Divine Mother and not simply as a human being . 

No wonder, the reverence Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa with which he treated Sri 
Saradamani Devi as Divine Partner has guided all of us to worship her as the Holy  
Mother.
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�ापकाय च धम�� सव�धम���िपणे ।
अवतारव�र�ाय रामकृ�ाय ते नमः  ॥

Sthapakaya Ca Dharmasya Sarvadharmaswarupine |
Avatharavarishtaya Ramakrishnaya Te Namaha ||

Salutations to Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, the establisher of Dharma, the 
embodiment of all religions, and the best of Avatars!

 I am fortunate to have had my education in Ramakrishna Mission 
Institutions. I had my schooling from 1st class to SSLC in Ramakrishna Mission 
School, Thyagaraya Nagar, Chennai. Subsequently, I did my DME in 
Ramakrishna Mission Polytechnic College attached to Ramakrishna Mission 
Students' Home, Mylapore, Chennai.

The above institutions are different in nature. RKM School is not residential, 
whereas RKM Polytechnic College is a residential one. But the concepts of 
teaching are the same in both, providing value-based education. 
Out of my RKM School and RKM Students' Home days, the latter one stood apart. 
Though the school laid the foundation for imbibing good qualities and character 
building, our Home nourished it which was instrumental in making me to try to be 
somewhat a good person in life. 

During my school days and college days, I was fortunate to have good 
teachers and lecturers respectively, who not only taught us the curriculum but also 
the core principles like honesty, respect, empathy, and responsibility, integrated to 
develop students' character, ethics, and social skills. 

Sri Ramakrishna 
&

the Home that nurtured me
 K.R. Prabhu

*  Old Student (1965-68 DME) and Volunteer, RKMS Home, Chennai
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I came to know more about Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Sri Sarada Devi 
and Swami Vivekananda during my three-year stay in our Home. The ambiance 
prevailing at our Home, the quality and dedication of lecturers at the polytechnic 
college, and the presence of monks at our Home fostered well-rounded dividuals 
ready to take on challenges in life by teaching them how to think and act for the 
greater good, beyond just what to know. These values guide behaviour, build moral 
foundations, and promote positive contributions to society through explicit teaching 
and modelling within the entire school culture. 

Discipline was one among the various important qualities which we inculcated 
during our stay at our Home. Getting up early, taking bath in cold water, attending 
prayers, adhereing to punctuality, working as a team, involving in community work, 
taking up responsibilities, carrying out whatever duties assigned (puja hall, wards 
cleaning, dining hall, water management, electrical work, library, etc.) without 
minding dignity of labour, gave us a feeling of self-esteem and gave lot of 
confidence to handle different and difficult situations.

Helping and participating in the functions and festivals (birth anniversaries of 
Trimurti, Home day, Akshaya Tritiya, Samashti Upanayanam, Navarathri and 
others) gave us lot of exposure to team work, getting along with different type of 
people and handling difficult situations. These things helped us during our 
professional career.

Our hostel warden Swamis Swami Somanandaji Maharaj and Swami 
Tathagatanadaji Maharaj were disciplinarians in their own style. They were very 
caring and helpful. But they never tolerated bad behaviour. Their classes on the 
teachings of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Sri Sarada Devi and Swami 
Vivekananda were very inspiring. They commanded respect from one and all. I am 
indebted to them for their help and guidance to enable us to sail through the turbulent 
times. The great Sri Anna N. Subramanyan's (fondly known as Anna) classes on 
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Vishnu Sahasranamam, Lalitha Sahasranamam and the Upanishads were inspiring. 
Sri Krishna Rao was taking care of students roll calls in the early morning and in the 
night. Though he was very strict, he was good at heart. He was instrumental in 
collecting donations to run the Home.

Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home stands for Sri Ramakrishna’s core 
teachings on serving the poor with food and education. His teachings on serving the 
poor which emphasises that spiritual practices are impossible on an empty stomach, 
famously stating, “Religion is not for empty stomachs.” He taught that poor people 
should be served not out of pity, but treated as living gods (Daridra Narayana). 
Serving them is equivalent to worshipping Shiva.

The summary of core philosophy of Sri Ramakrishna's teaching, implemented 
through the Ramakrishna Mission by Swami Vivekananda, is that food and 
education are necessary prerequisites for spiritual awakening. 

The Mission, based on his teachings, focuses on Tyaga (renunciation) and Seva 
(service) to provide for the physical (food) and intellectual (education) needs of the 
marginalised, thereby enabling them to realise their inner divinity. 
I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to my alma mater for the invaluable 
role it played in shaping my journey both personally and professionally. The value-
based and holistic education I received laid a strong foundation for my character, 
ethics, and resilience. The emphasis on integrity, discipline, and a balanced 
approach to life equipped me with the skills and mindset required to navigate 
challenges in my professional career.

I feel proud to be an alumnus of Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home and I 
always cherish my memories of this great institution.
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SRI  GURUBYO NAMAHA!

I am V. Kailasam of the 1974–77 DME batch. I am proud and blessed that I am a 
product of the Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home. I always remember with gratitude 
the blessings of our Holy Trinity. 

I am lucky in having named my daughter ‘Nivedita’ in fond remembrance of 
Swamiji's close and outstanding disciple! Sister Nivedita is an ever-glowing example for 
Guru bhakthi. Her dedication to our Bharat is what every Indian should try to emulate. 
Following Swamiji's exhortation, she struggled greatly for women's education amidst us, 
during pre-independence. Again, she wholeheartedly participated and helped in our 
freedom struggle. No wonder that Nivedita occupied my mind totally when Sri 
Gurumaharaj blessed me with a baby girl! 

 My grandson was born on the Jayanthi of Swami Ramakrishnanandaji Maharaj last 
year under the punarpusa constellation, the birth star of Sri Rama; more importantly, the 
birth star of our Students' Home! Even my mother, at the age of eighty-nine, attained the 
lotus feet of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsar, on His Jayanthi day last year. All these and 
many more happenings in my life clearly leave in my mind deep indelible impressions that 
it is indeed Sri Ramakrishna who does everything for me and for my family confirming 
our prayer ‘Tvameva matha ca pitha tvameva…’—Oh! Sri Ramakrishna, Thou art my 
mother, Thou art my father,... Thou art my all in all.

The Students' Home exposed me to the Bhagavad Gita and the immortal advice, 
“Do your duty, don't expect anything.” Though it is difficult to practice, by the grace of our 
Holy Trinity and monks who taught me all these values, I realise that in every situation I 
get the power from within to meet whatever challenges the external world may pose!  

By the abundant grace of the gracious Lord, I am entrusted with the following 
responsibilities:

Sri Ramakrishna 
&

the Home that nurtured me
V. Kailasam

*  Old Student, Volunteer, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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*  Old Student, Volunteer, Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai
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1. Madipakkam Mandal President (Spiritual & Temple Development)
2. President ( Madipakkam Balaya Garden Residents Welfare Association)
3. Secretary (Chennai Friends Forum, Madipakkam branch) and many more.  

I accept all such offers—big and small—driven solely by the idea that these are 
opportunities to serve our fellow men. Swamiji inspires me to accept any such work in a 
spirit of humble service.

Added to this, I had the opportunity to serve through a spiritual charitable 
organization called Aram Valarttha Nayagi Sevai Mayyam in Madipakkam. We took the 
one-foot Vigraha of Abirami Battar to various streets and to temples. This Trust selected 
me to take the responsibility of this spiritual procession in Madipakkam temples and 
streets.

With the support of our Secretary Maharaj, other monastic members, and our old 
students, we are running an old-age home named Aala Viruksham Mudhiyoor Illam at 
Madipakkam. NSS boys of our Home join us in annual cleaning of three lakes in 
Madipakkam.

I am very happy that I had the darshan of our Guru Maharj (Belur Math), Annai Sri 
Sarada Devi's birthplace, Swami Vivekananda Memorial (Belur) and also darshan of 
Dakshineswar Kali Mandir. I also had the darshan of Swami Vivekananda Rock & 
Dhyana Mayyam at Kanyakumari with my wife a few years back.

I thankfully recall that I was part of the Gaja Cyclone relief camps at Vedaranyam 
carried out by our Home. We collected farmers' damaged irrigation pumps to our Home, 
and after servicing them free of cost, we delivered back the serviced pumps to the 
respective farmers, mitigating their sufferings.

I also continue to have the opportunity to attend periodic medical, blood donation 
and eye camps organised by our Home.

Needless to add that the frame of mind that I am blessed with to actively participate 
in spiritual and social service activities have essentially been shaped and nurtured by the 
one unique institution – The Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home,  Chennai.

 
Jai Sri Ramakrishna!
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In the year 1961, I remember to have accompanied my brother Sri G. 
Sangaranarayanan who was a home student studying for LME course for 
seeking admission. Sri Anna Subramaniam was overseeing admission 
process. My family at Mylapore headed by my mother and elder brother was 
in acute pecuniary situation and could not afford to give good education in 
any popular institutions at Chennai. Therefore, we sought to get a footing in 
Students' Home for my younger brother in the LME course while I got a seat 
in Thiruvoteeswaranpet High School at Vepery with boarding and lodging at 
a free hostel by name Manali Hostel at Chennai George Town.

My brother's stay at Home was between 1961–64. After LME study he 
studied AMIE privately and joined Defence Vehicles Research 
Establishment and continued there throughout his employment. He retired as 
Scientist in the organisation.

I am serving at Sri Ramakrishna Math Dispensary as a volunteer from 
2013. His holiness Guru Maharaj Sri Sri Ramakrishna and Sri Sarada Devi 
are our family members who have now been living with all his blessings in 
Chennai.

Student Home has been serving the poor and orphans for more than 120 
years and given life to thousands of families. Only because of this home my 
brother, who had no way to go has come up in life well.

 Glory to Holy trio we are ever grateful to this organisation.

 My Blessed Association with Students' Home
G. Gopalakrishnan
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Swami VimokshanandaBlessed am I in saying that I am a part of the Students' Home for the past nine years. 

The development and the upgradation of our Polytechnic College and the High School are 
predominant under the guidance of our Revered Secretary Maharaj and the directions of 
the Management Committee of our Students' Home.

During my tenure as Lecturer from June 2016 at the Polytechnic College, by the 
grace of our Guru Maharaj, the results were 98% to 100%. After taking over as SDC-Head 
Maintenance, I was relieved from the Polytechnic College from teaching, and now I am 
fully engaged in the maintenance of the SDC building and other jobs as and when required 
and instructed by our Revered Secretary Maharaj.

I am not a privileged ‘Old Boy’ of the Home; however, my father-in law Shri. M. 
Aghoram was a fortunate home student and he inspired me by always discussing the glory 
of the Home and the values it stands for, particularly the quiet transformation of the 
destitute boys from rags to riches through quality technical and lasting value education. 
Thus my curiosity was roused to know more about the ‘Service’ that poured out of his 
heart. I used to accompany him with our family to all the functions and meetings 
conducted by the Students' Home. Unknowingly, I developed a deep attachment for the 
Home. We were able to meet many Swamis and receive their blessings. 

Renunciation is, perhaps, the greatest ideal of our Sanatana Dharma, and I was 
moved by the sight of well-qualified, bright young men embracing monastic life attracted 
by our Holy Trio. This, again, woke me up as to why these successful young men should 
leave their bright career and well-to-do families behind and choose the Order of Sri 
Ramakrishna!

Broadly the following features attracted me towards Ramakrishna Mission in 
general and this Home in particular:

a. Spiritual Growth : To help individuals attain self-realisation and spiritual 
enlightenment.

Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home – As I See It
J. R. Kunchithapatham 

*  SDC-Head Maintenance, RKMS Home, Chennai
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b. Service to Humanity: To serve humanity, especially the poor and marginalised, as 
a form of worship.

c. Harmony of Religions: To promote understanding and harmony among different 
religions, recognising their shared goal of spiritual realisation

d. Education and Empowerment: To provide education and vocational training to 
empower individuals and communities.

e. Disaster Relief and Rehabilitation: To offer aid and support during natural 
calamities and social upheavals

The Ramakrishna Mission's work is guided by the principles of Karma Yoga, 
emphasising selfless service as a means to realisation of the Ultimate, and Vedanta, 
highlighting the potential divinity of every being and to appreciate unity in diversity. With 
its global presence and commitment to social welfare, the Mission continues to inspire 
and uplift humans everywhere.

As for the students here, all these values are inculcated in their minds and are ingrained in 
their system. These things are practised daily, and in addition, visits to villages for medical 
camps and other colleges and training centres add to their upbringing and the need to do 
social service becomes a part in their lives, at this growing age.  

Some deviations or exceptions are always there in any walk of life but that is negligible in 
our Students' Home and not to be considered at all. But they will realise these at a later 
date. At that point of time they will fall in line with the principles and ideology of our 
Students' Home.

With the blessings of our Guru Maharaj, the Home has completed its 120th year of service 
to the poor sections of our society. 

The ideas and ideals that our Swamiji has bequeathed to us are great indeed. He has 
blessed us with spiritual sustenance for the next 1500 years! He is the ‘voice without form’ 
and ready to help all of us because he says ‘he has fallen in love with mankind’ and ready 
to undergo any amount of suffering to help us realise our hidden divinity!

The Students' Home is a unique place for any one to progress—be it empirical or 
spiritual!—by the practice of all these ideals.

We are indeed blessed by the Thirumoovar.  Jai Sri Ramakrishna!
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*  Old Student (1982-1990), Workshop Supdt., Ramakrishna Mission Polytechnic, Chennai
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 “Service to man is service to God” is the cornerstone of Swami Vivekananda's 
practical spirituality. In a world fragmented by materialism and digital isolation, his 
message reframes divinity: it is not confined to temples or texts, but lives within every 
human heart. True worship, therefore, lies in recognising this divine presence in others 
and serving them selflessly. This transforms spirituality from passive ritual into 
dynamic, compassionate engagement with the world.

The Divine in the Human

Vivekananda's vision springs from the Vedic truth “Tat Tvam Asi” (Thou Art That), 
affirming the oneness of the individual soul with the Universal Spirit. This leads to 
revolutionary ethics as stated here:

● Neglecting human suffering is neglecting the Divine.
● Exploiting another is sacrilege.
● True prayer is active love—feeding the hungry, educating the child, and healing 

the sick.

As Vivekananda declared: “If you want to find God, serve man. To reach Narayana, 
serve the Daridra Narayana (the poor as God).”

Practical Vedanta: A Blueprint for Life
 Vivekananda called this approach ‘Practical Vedanta’—lofty ideals made daily 
practice. His framework for service is timeless:

● Selfless (Nishkama): No expectation of reward or recognition.
● Pure (Satvik): Free from ego, condescension, or display.
● Universal (Sarvabhauma): Beyond caste, creed, nationality, or status.
● Empowering (Uddharaka): Aims to restore dignity and awaken inner strength, 

not create dependency. He opposed sentimental pity; he championed empowerment.
The Ramakrishna Mission: A Living Testament

Founded in 1897, the Ramakrishna Mission embodies Vivekananda's vision, 

Service to Man is Service to God:
In the Light of Swami Vivekananda

S. Sunil

*  Skill Trainer, Ramakrishna Mission Polytechnic College, Chennai
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harmonising knowledge (Jnana), meditation (yoga), devotion (Bhakti), and selfless 
work (Karma). It operates on a global scale in the following areas:

● Education & Skill Development: Holistic, value-based learning from primary 
to professional levels.

● Healthcare: Hospitals, clinics, and mobile medical units serving remote areas.
● Sustainable Development: Watershed management, organic farming, and 

women's self-help groups.
● Disaster Response: Immediate relief during floods, pandemics, and cyclones.
● Spiritual & Value Education: Fostering interfaith harmony and ethical living.

Here, every beneficiary is seen as the Divine in need. A classroom becomes a 
sanctuary of potential; a hospital ward, a hall of healing worship.

The Dual Transformation 
Service is not a one-way street. While uplifting society, it fundamentally 

transforms the server. In an age of anxiety and self-absorption, selfless service is a 
powerful antidote:

● It melts selfishness and broadens the heart.
● It builds resilience, discipline, and pragmatic wisdom.
● It provides profound purpose and genuine connection.

Vivekananda's words remain vital: “They alone live who live for others; the rest 
are more dead than alive.” Beyond curated digital lives, real fulfillment lies in human 
connection and contribution.

The Youth: Architects of a Compassionate Future
Vivekananda placed boundless hope in the young. He saw in them the energy, 

idealism, and courage to reshape society. His call is urgently relevant:
● Replace apathy with empathy—see community needs beyond screens.
● Replace greed with gratitude—use privileges to lift others.
● Replace fragmentation with unity—see the common human thread in all 

diversity.
● Replace talk with action—become a volunteer, mentor, environmental 

steward, or compassionate friend.

Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home: A Microcosm
The Students' Home is a living laboratory of Vivekananda's ideal. For decades, it 
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

has nurtured boys from challenging backgrounds, proving that service is a practical 
educational philosophy. Its holistic model integrates:

1. Academic & Career Excellence: Scholastic support, digital literacy, and skill 
training.

2. Character as Curriculum: Daily routines instill honesty, punctuality, 
simplicity, and respect.

3. Spiritual Grounding: Meditation, prayer, and value talks develop an inner 
compass.

4. Training in Self-Reliance: Gardening, maintenance, and peer support teach the 
dignity of labor.

5. Service as Habit Formation:
a. Community outreach (orphanages and elderly homes)
b. Environmental drives (tree planting and  cleanliness)
c. Disaster relief support
d. Tutoring underprivileged children

 This turns compassion from concept into “muscle memory.”
6. Holistic Growth: Sports, yoga, cultural programs, and debates nurture body, 

mind, and heart.

The Home creates not just professionals, but compassionate citizens and future 
servers, initiating a virtuous cycle of service.

 In a complex, fast-paced world, “Service to Man is Service to God” offers a 
profound yet simple compass. It invites us to:

● See differently: Perceive the sacred in every human encounter.
● Act consciously: Make our work an offering of love and competence.
● Live purposefully: Find our own liberation in lifting others.

This is not a philosophy of the past, but an urgent imperative for our shared 
future. By serving selflessly, we heal societal wounds and, in the process, heal our own 
fragmented selves, awakening the latent divinity within.

May Swami Vivekananda's thunderous message continue to inspire the 
Ramakrishna Mission, every student, and every seeker of meaning, guiding us toward 
a world built on the unshakeable foundation of divinity of man, unity, and selfless 
service. 
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*  Old Student & Lab Assistant, Ramakrishna Mission Polytechnic, Chennai
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

Jai Sri Ramakrishna! 
Students of our school participated in various competitions organised 

by Anbin Pathai Charity and Trust under the banner of ‘Engal Mylapore’ on 
22.11.2025, which saw the participation of thirty schools. With the grace of 

rdour Holy Trinity, our students performed admirably, winning 3  prize in the 
stspeech and drawing competitions and securing 1  prize in the street play 

competition.
Owing to their excellent overall performance, our school won the 

Overall Trophy. The prizes were distributed in a grand ceremony held on 
08.01.2026, during which the Honourable Tamil Nadu Minister for School 
Education, Thiru Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi, presented the Overall Trophy to 
our school. On the same occasion, Mr. E. Ajaikrishna, one of our teachers, was 
honoured with the Best Teacher Award. 

Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home,
Ramakrishna Mission Residential High School,

      Mylapore, Chennai – 600004
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SEVA YOGA - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT
Swami Vimokshananda

Introduction and Entry to Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home.

In truth, I was not even aware of the Ramakrishna Mission at that time. I only 

knew of institutions like CPT, CNT, and Murugappa Polytechnic, but due to my 

financial situation, I could not afford to join them. Disheartened, I had almost given 

up hope.

It was then that Guru Maharaj chose me. By what I can only call a miracle, one 

of my father's friends suddenly took me to Sri Anna Subramanyam. Without his 

guidance and blessings, I would never have joined the Mission. His role was 

pivotal—he was the bridge between my despair and my destiny.

It is true that Guru Maharaj chooses us and those who joined are blessed by 

Guru Maharaj. 

Academic Challenges - “One Mark Short, A Life Lifted…”

In the journey of education, marks often decide our path. For most students, 

science admission depends on SSLC scores. My case was different—I had chosen 
thengineering electives and shifted from Tamil Medium up to 9  Standard to English 

th thmedium for 10  and 11  (SSLC). The admission process required passing four 

engineering papers along with Mathematics, English, and other languages. The rule 

was clear: an average of 40 across the engineering papers, 40 in Mathematics, and an 

overall aggregate of 100.  

I met those requirements, but fate tested me. Although I was a bright student 

A Journey of Grace through the 
Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home
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*  Old Student , Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai



and rank holder in school days, I took a deep cut in Board examination marks due to 

external factors.  In Engineering Paper 1, I scored 39—just one mark short. On the 

mark sheet, they even wrote “Science” in brackets beside that score. The institution 

declared me ineligible. I argued that my average was sufficient, but they referred the 

matter to the Directorate of Technical Education.  

Admission Struggle - “When Numbers Fail, Grace Prevails…”

Time was running out. Admissions were closing, yet the college sent the query. 

The reply was delayed. With courage, I went directly to the Directorate and met an 

officer—perhaps named Kuzhandhaivelu or Kuzhandhaisamy. He confirmed my 

eligibility and assured me that approval would be sent. A week later, I lost hope and 

when I went to collect my certificates, I was told the approval had arrived only the 

previous day. By then, classes had already begun a month earlier. Thus, by Guru 

Maharaj's grace, I finally joined.  

I realized that when you have blessings of Guru Maharaj, no external forces 

can stop you.

Reflections on “Down Trends” - “Doors Closed, Yet Destiny Opened…”  

Looking back, I see that this “down trend” was not a fall but a divine push. 

Without that accident of low marks, I would never have entered the Ramakrishna 

Mission Students' Home. Guru Maharaj lifted me through what seemed like failure.

In life, I faced two major down trends. Each one propelled me forward. Today, 

many young people despair over low marks or setbacks—some even think of ending 

their lives. My story is proof that every down trend hides a blessing. What appears as 

loss may be the doorway to something greater. 

Transition to Business  - “From Diploma Dreams to Destiny's Design…”  

At the Mission, I studied diligently and ranked among the top five or six 
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students. In my final year of DME, a new elective subject course—Agriculture and 

Farm Equipment Technology—was introduced. The Principal encouraged five of us 

to join, promising good jobs. We trusted him and enrolled.  

Later, an opportunity came for a Block Development Director post in Salem 

Agriculture Division. Since it was purely agricultural, I declined, believing my 

diploma deserved a broader scope. After that, placements eluded me. I tried BHEL, 

TVS Group, Madras Fertilizers etc. After clearing written examinations, I used to get 

rejected in personal interviews, no success, probably, the elective subject pushed me 

back against getting a reasonable placement in mechanical or automobile sectors. 

Confused, I worked in small companies for six years, across four firms. 

Success in Marketing - “Unwanted Path, Unimagined Success…”  

Then destiny turned again. By chance, I entered marketing—a field I disliked 

and thought unsuited for my nature. Yet circumstances pushed me into it. I resolved 

to prove myself. Slowly, I grew, persevered, and eventually started my own 

business. Today, I run a company with over 100 employees.  

Conclusion - “Two Down Trends, One Divine Journey…”  

My first down trend—low marks—brought me to the Ramakrishna Mission. 

My second down trend—failure in placements—led me to entrepreneurship. Both 

were blessings in disguise, guided by Guru Maharaj's grace.  

I bow in gratitude to the Ramakrishna Mission Students' Home, which shaped 

my life. May my story remind every student: setbacks are not ends, but beginnings. 

Thank you.  
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SPL - 7

IGP ENGINEERS PVT. LTD.,

#79, Valmiki Street, 

Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai - 600 041.

Phone :  +91-44-24420608

Email : igp@igpindia.com

Website : www.igp-group.com

With Best Wishes from

(IGP IS A LEADING MANUFACTURE AND 

EXPORTER OF ALL TYPE OF 

INDUSTRIAL GASKETS)
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SPL - 9



SPL - 10



SPL - 11



New No.12, 80th Street, Natesan Salai Extension, 
Ashok Nagar, Chennai - 600 083.
Ph: 044-42119330 / 42119331 / 42119332
Email: ascent@ascentengineer.com
Website: www.ascentengineer.com 
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E[PÒ _øÁ¯õÚ \ø©¯ø» ÷©¾® ¸] BUP 
G[PÒ Tmk¨ ö£¸[Põ¯® ©ØÖ® 

Tmk¨ ö£¸[Põ¯zyøÍ E[PÒ AßÓõh 
\ø©¯¼À ÷\ºzxU öPõÒÐ[PÒ

Marketed by
A.D. JEYAVEERAPANDIA NADAR & BROS (NAGAPATTINAM)

No.1 & 2, Davidson Street, Mathias Mansion, Kothawal Bazaar, Chennai-600001.
Email: shop@adjbros.com   Phone: +91 94983 51186, 94983 52186
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Ad - 1



Ad - 2



Ad - 3



Ad - 4



Ad - 5

L 23, Seventh Street 
Ambattur industrial Estate 

Chennai 600058
Mobile 9444048030



Ad - 6



Ad - 7





HP - 1

WITH BEST WISHES FROM THE 
MAKERS OF 

"BRIL"

Fountain Pen Inks (In Eight pleasing colours), Stamp Pad Inks, 

Stamp Pads, Gum, Adhesives, Glue Stick, Ball Pens, Refills, 

Geometry Boxes, Fountain Pens, Sketch Pens & Scissors Bril Rider, 

Home Care Products & Personal Care Products etc.,

INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH CORPORATION 

No.175-176, 11th Main Road, Peenya Industrial Area, III Phase, 
Bangalore - 560 058. 

Phone : 080-28396519 / 080-23400394
E-mail: brilinfo@brilindia.com

www.brilindia.com

Make living fun

Ankush

With Best Compliments From

044 42167409 
8610025301

Mahaveer Chemicals
Estd.1976

Dealers in : Chemicals, Acids, Solvents & Minerals

Old No.4, New No.120, Nyniappa Naicken Street, 
Chennai - 600 003. 

mahaveerchemicals1976@gmail.com



HP - 2

With Best Compliments From

Estd : 11-11-1932 Shop : 2529 6439 
Cell : 98401 06513

SREE T.S. RAJU CHETTY AND BROR.

Proprietor : T. SAIRAM 

General Merchant : Wholesale & Retail

New No. 149, Old No. 72, Govindappa Naicken Street, 
Chennai - 600 001.
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HP - 6



HP - 7



HP - 8

With Best Compliments From



Page No

ADVERTISEMENT	INDEX

List of the AdvertiserS.No.

1 M/S. Nalli Chinnasami Chetty      CP. outer

2 M/S. EIPP Solutions Pvt. Ltd.      CP. outer inner

3 M/S. Hytech Automation      CP. front outer

4 M/S. Balaji press products India Pvt. Ltd    CP. outer 

5 M/S. Consolidate project management services    CP. front inner

6 M/S.The Deluxe Hardwares      CP. front inner

7 M/S.Bank of India       CP. outer inner

8 M/S.HDFC – BANK         SP-ADS1

9 M/S. S & S Industrial Products Pvt. Ltd       SP-1

10 M/S. Dimaak Travels          SP-2

11 M/S. Viveks          SP-3

12 M/S. Arvi Hitech         SP-4

13 M/S. Ramco cement         SP-5

14 M/S. Ramco - Hilux         SP-6

15 M/S. IGP Engineers Pvt Ltd        SP-7

16 M/S. Rane          SP-8

17 M/S. INDIA NIPPON ELECTRICALS LTD      SP-9

18 M/S. Integrated          SP-10

19 M/S. Abarajitha Kitchen Equipments       SP-11

20 M/S. Ascent Engineers and Infrastructures India Pvt. Ltd     SP-12

21 M/S. Woodland Vegetarian Restaurant       SP-13

22 M/S. Annai Drug Stores         SP-14

23 M/S. VINI Elevators India Pvt Ltd       SP-15

24 M/S. SVS Oil Mills         SP-16

25 M/S. Sanvik Printers         SP-17

26 M/S. Mangal Tirth Estates Limited       SP-18

27 M/S. Amritaya Properties Pvt. Ltd.       SP-19

28 M/S. P.R.Natham & Co         SP-20

29 M/S. Amarnath Ananthanarayanan       SP-21



Page NoList of the AdvertiserS.No.

30 M/S. Sundaram Finance Ltd.         SP-22

31 M/S. TAFE Ltd           SP-23

32 M/S. Seetharaman School of Sustainable Development      SP-24

33 M/S. ADJ Classic Choices         SP-25

34 M/S. Kumaran Groups          SP-26

35 M/S. RCI Digital Solutions Pvt. Ltd.        SP-27

36 M/S. SWISS LAB PVT LTD         SP-28

37 M/S. GRT           SP-29

38 M/S. HARISONS          SP-30

39 M/S. SWELET Energy System Ltd         SP-31

40 M/S. RBL BANK          SP-32

41 M/S. Union Bank of India         ADS-1

42 M/S. Raunaq Steels Trading Pvt. Ltd.        ADS-2

43 M/S. Ramnath & Co Pvt Ltd.         ADS-3

44 M/S. Vrrddhi Freight Pvt Ltd         ADS-4

45 M/S. Adithya Engineering Ltd.,         ADS-5

46 M/S. Navakar Trading  & Co         ADS-6

47 M/S. KUN CAPITAL          ADS-7

48 M/S. Industrial Research Corporation - BRIL       HP-1

49 M/S. Mahaveer Chemicals         HP-1

50 M/S. Sree T.S. Raju Chetty & Sons        HP-2

51 M/S. Hindustan Hexagon Technologies        HP-2

52 M/S. Sri Ayyanar Trasport         HP-3

53 M/S. Indian Fire Safe          HP-3

54 M/S. Team Tweaks Technologies Pvt Ltd.       HP-4

55 M/S. Kariyot Solutions          HP-4

56 M/S. Simpson & Co. Ltd         HP-5

57 M/S. THANGAKILI SPECIAL SWEET – PTD- CONFECTIONERY    HP-5

58 M/S. Mukhya_Consulting         HP-6

59 M/S. Sambanda Chetty & Sons         HP-6

60 M/S. India Motor Parts and Accessories Ltd.       HP-7

61 M/S. TATTI           HP-7

62 M/S. SUNDER TIMBER         HP-8

63 M/S. SBI BANK          HP-8
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